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The past year has g

been a busy one! ;f PROT
Thanks to your i FOBEX»E!
support, six new e
conservation projects -
protected more than

400 acres, forever. This

means farmers can keep

growing food, wildlife can

thrive, and we can all enjoy

: . DCI Lam
Helping sustain Rock County agricullure one farm at a timg

& BJuGgsTAD FARMS

Protected under the Rock County PACE Program
with the support of our conserval an partners:

green spaces fOI’ years to

come.

Ben Lam

bid

Cover Photo:
Groundswell volunteers
hold seeds collected at
Westport Prairie

(Yellow Coneflower,
Purple Prairie Clover,
and Prairie Rose). These
seeds are part of the
once-vast historic

Jay Furseth

Empire Prairie.

They will be part of a
10-acre planting this
winter.

Brandon Mann

Ben Jones

Footville State Wildlife Area Gains Addition

Bjugstad Trust Conservation Easement

In January, thanks to Brian and Renee Bjugstad’s efforts and vision,
we secured a conservation easement on their 189 acres of land near
the Footville State Wildlife Area in Rock County. This preserves the
land for farming while allowing public access for hunting and hiking.
Groundswell transferred the easement to Rock County in

August 2025.

A Triumph for Wetlands & Public Recreation
Trieloff Addition to Lake Mills Wildlife Area

In February, Groundswell purchased 42 acres of wetlands to add to the
Lake Mills Wildlife Area. Benefits include protected wildlife habitat,
improved water quality, and increased public access. Groundswell is
working to transfer ownership to Jefferson County, which plans to

add parking, and an accessible canoe and kayak launch. Thanks to
landowner Marilyn Trieloff for her partnership in this conservation
success!

Town of Dunkirk Wetlands Protected Forever
Brehm Quayle Conservation Easement

In March, Groundswell protected its first property in partnership
with the Town of Dunkirk. The Brehm Quayle Conservation
Easement preserves 175 acres. This land includes wetlands and
rewilded farm fields along the Yahara River. Our thanks to
landowner Joyce Brehm. This is the first of many partnerships
between Groundswell and the Town of Dunkirk.

Farmland Protected Forever Along the Yahara River
Breed Conservation Easement

In April, Groundswell and the Town of Dunn partnered to protect
48 acres of land near the Yahara River. Thanks to landowners Alan
and Carol Breed, the property includes a scenic buffer along the
river. Paddlers will always be able to enjoy the view of this peaceful
natural area.

Prime Farmland Protected for Future Generations
S&S Stables Conservation Easement

In August, Groundswell and the Town of Dunn partnered with
landowner Dana Sperloen to protect his 46 acres of land near Lake
Kegonsa forever. Dana’s farm is located on Highway 51, just south of
the lake. Nearly all of Dana’s property is classified as prime farmland
soils, the most productive soils for growing food. These soils are an
important resource that we must protect for future generations.
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6 Patrick Marsh Is Sun Prairie’s

Newest Conservancy Park
Patrick Marsh Land Swap

Groundswell recently worked with the

City of Sun Prairie and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)
to create more opportunities for people to
enjoy nature at Patrick Marsh. Now, Patrick
Marsh is a City of Sun Prairie conservancy
park! Patrick Marsh will remain a beautiful
place to hike, birdwatch, and walk your
dog. Groundswell will continue to manage
and improve habitat for plants and wildlife.

W|th Gratitude for the Seeds You Plant

A groundswell begins quietly. A seed
takes hold. A handful of people
step forward to care for a place
they love. And then, over time, the
momentum grows—one protected

wetland, one prairie planting, one
community coming together to say:
This place matters.

This past year, that momentum has been
unmistakable. Together, we protected hundreds

we expect to share many more successes with you,
including:

¢ Critical habitat protection along the lower
Sugar River, benefiting more than 40 plant and
animal species listed on Wisconsin’s Natural
Heritage Inventory.

* Water quality and public access improvements,
along with enhanced farmland and watershed
protection, in the Black Earth Creek Valley.

* Completion of our first buy-protect-sell project
with American Farmland Trust, securing and

Pictured (L to R): Tony Abate, Pat Wende, Sun Prairie Mayor of acres of cherished land—from farmland that
Steve Stocker, Aaron Oppenheimer, Jim Welsh, Jeanne Behrend,

Mark Smith, Dan Fields, Heidi Habeger.

protecting farmland for a new farmer.
* Important farmland and open space protection
efforts in the Towns of Dunn and Dunkirk.

In the years to come, Groundswell will
work with the City of Sun Prairie to make
additional park improvements.

feeds our communities, to prairies that support
p pp
pollinators, to river corridors that provide wildlife

== MISSION
~

We protect spemal places forever_. ==

@Q/l/% Connect peoplé' wifh__ nature

Q C.onserve_ v'vil"dlif__e habitat

WHAT WE STEWARD

M Hold 80-__*.easements_ '

Manage two preserves, open

)
(@) ¢ : Jigllé - to the public: V\f‘estport Prairie
@) , _ es
@,, I Provide equitable ac:ces_s toland = = - o

é Keep farmland, farr.n.land

X

@ : Act on climate crisis

DX
N and Pasley’s Swan Creek Farm

and Patrick Marsh

n Provide access to farmland
XL at two farms: Westport Farm

WHERE WE WORK

Dane County and many of the surrounding counties

Groundswell staff and volunteers from Exact Sciences collected seeds at Westport Prairie.

Amy Mertz

habitat and places of quiet reflection. We expanded
our prairie restoration efforts and welcomed

new team members whose passion and expertise
strengthen our work every day. We formed new
partnerships that are opening doors for more people
to experience the joy of being on the land—to learn,
explore, heal, and connect.

We have also completed and will be announcing a
new strategic plan to guide our next four and a half
years. It builds on the foundation you have helped
us create and drives us to accelerate our work—with
urgency and care—before more of the special places
we cherish are lost. The challenges of our time,
including a changing climate, make this work all
the more essential. What gives me hope is that you
continue to make conservation a priority. Like the
prairie, our strength comes from deep roots.

As we celebrate the progress of the past year, there
is so much on the horizon. In the coming months,

The cover photo of this report reminds us that caring
for the land is like nurturing a seed. We plant, tend,
and protect—not just for today, but for generations
to come. At Westport Prairie, remnants of species
have persisted for thousands of years. With care, they
will keep returning each spring, reminding us of
what endures.

Thank you for being part of this work—whether by
making a year-end gift, joining us for a field trip,
volunteering, or simply sharing your love for these
places. Your support is an investment in lasting
conservation: for the land, wildlife, and our shared
future.

With gratitude and hope,

Hud

Heidi Habeger, Executive Director

Roberta Herschleb
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The 2025 Prairie Partners Crew included (L to R) Sam August, Cody Hennings, Karina Kloth, Lexi

Kohn, and Jack Maurer.

/
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BJ Byers

Exciting Changes Taking Root at Westport Prairie

BJ Byers,
Land Management
Director

It’s been an exciting
and productive fall

at Westport Prairie!
I'm thrilled to share
AR that electricity is

! \ B being installed in

Mitch Johnson shared his time and
expertise to install electricity at
Westport Prairies tobacco barn.

our historic tobacco
barn. With power
in place, the barn
will soon serve as
our main prairie seed processing space. Our thanks

to Karl Gutknecht and Susan Hunt for generously
funding this project. All of us at Groundswell are
grateful to Mitch Johnson with IBEW Local 159 for
donating his time to install the outlets, switches, and

lights inside the barn.

I’'m also excited to announce that we've hired Tim
Malzahn with Trail Eyes, Inc., to help design a new
trail system at Westport Prairie. The goal of this work

is to create trails that balance accessibility, scenic
views, and protection of sensitive habitat. We'll make
sure trail access showcases how we're transforming
farmland to thriving native prairie. A special thank
you to Bill O’Connor and Krista Roys for funding
this inspiring project.

A special thank-you goes out to Ed Prochaska for
funding an array of projects at Westport Prairie.

With Ed’s help, we've hired emerging adults through
Operation Fresh Start to remove invasive species from
the prairie. Ed’s gift also allowed us to buy a zero-turn
mower and a snow plow for our tractor. And his gift
helped us hire roofing contractors to make much-
needed repairs to our leaky land management garage.

Lastly, we've been busy collecting seed as we prepare to
plant 10 acres of prairie this winter. We could not do
this work without our volunteers, and they’ve shown
up in full force this year. We also hired two part-time
seed collectors, Kaylee Nelsen and Lexi Kohn. We're
so appreciative of their dedication to this work. We
look forward to completing our largest planting to
date early in the new year! B

Cl e

From Weeds to Wonders:
A Prairie Partners Season Wrap-Up

BJ Byers, Land Management Director

As the prairie flowers begin their winter rest, we're
looking back on an incredible summer with our
interns, the 2025 Prairie Partners. From May through
August, they worked on land restoration projects and
cared for the places that make our community special.

This year’s interns tackled many habitat restoration
projects. They worked to remove invasive species and
collected native seeds. The season gave each intern
valuable experience to carry into future conservation
careers. The Prairie Partners interns completed

work with Groundswell Conservancy, Riverland

1

MECORMICK

ARMALL

Brandon Mann, Easement Stewardship Manager

An increasing number of farmers are nearing retirement
and facing the question of how to pass on the family
farm. Many are grappling with this in the face of intense
development pressure and soaring land values. These
stressors make selling to a developer an attractive option.
At the same time, high land values make it unaffordable
for beginning farmers to buy land of their own.
Planning for farm transfer, aka succession planning, is
an important way families can make sure their farm
supports our agricultural economy into the future.

Groundswell can match succession planning resources
with other tools like conservation easements to help

keep farmland, farmland. In April, Groundswell hosted

A Farm Legacy for the Next

Conservancy, the Ice Age Trail Alliance, and the
Wisconsin DNR.

Please join us in thanking Sam August,
Cody Hennings, Karina Kloth, Lexi Kohn, and
Jack Maurer for their work this season!

And special thanks to our sponsors who made
this internship possible: Mary Binkley and
Dennis Petzke, Nancy and Lou Bruch, Nancy
and Wes Carter, Doug and Sherry Caves,
Nancy Heiden, Susan and Les Hoffman, Susan
and Conrad Jostad, Jim and Rumi O’Brien,
Cary and Scott Reich, and Lorette Wambach. B

a Preserve Your Farm Legacy
event at the Dunn Town
Hall to start a community
discussion about this issue.
Paul Dietmann from
Compeer Financial led

a conversation between
local farmers Pam Allen,
Roz Gausman, and Kevin
Shelley. They each shared
their personal experiences
with farm succession,

and offered insights and
reflections along the way. Thank you to Pam, Roz,
Kevin and Paul!

Roberta Herschleb

If you're an easement landowner, check out the
video from this event at: groundswellconservancy.
org/event/farmplan. Have questions yourself or a
succession story youd like to share? We'd love to
hear from you. Brandon can share a diverse array
of resources available to help you start the process
(brandon@groundswellconservancy.org).

This event was made possible by our Land Transfer
Navigator grant offered by American Farmland Trust.
The goal of the program is to help increase the transfer of
agricultural land to a new generation of farmers in our
community. B

O
>
o
<
®
-
o
=y
%2
-
m
o
>
-
U
-
>
O
m
wn



http://groundswellconservancy.org/event/farmplan
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Take Action: Conservation Funding at Risk

Time is running out; contact your
legislators.

€ KNOWLES
== NELSON

Groundswell protect 73 special places and more
than 6,000 acres in our community. Even though
more than 90 percent of Wisconsinites support state
conservation funding, the governor and leaders in
both parties failed to renew the program in the state
budget. This funding will run out by next summer
if the State Legislature does not act before the end of
this year’s session.

Both Republicans and Democrats have introduced
proposals to restore funding. Groundswell is
advocating for compromise legislation that
includes funding for land acquisition.

Your voice matters now more than ever:
Visit action.knowlesnelson.org to send a message

The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program has helped

Ben Jones

The 84 acres of wetlands along Six Mile Creek near
Waunakee are just one example of land the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program helped to protect.
The O’Malley family (pictured) worked with us to protect
this land that has been in the family for three generations.

to your legislators. Together, let’s continue to show
how important the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Program is to everyone in Wisconsin. As the fate of
Knowles-Nelson continues to unfold at the Capitol,
we will keep you updated on the latest developments
and how to take action. B

HMoob elders and guests came together at the 2025 Lifting Hearts Therapy Garden Fall Harvest Picnic.

Heidi Habeger

The Healing Power of Land for HMoob Elders

Yimmuaj Yang, Community Director

A whole lot of happiness is rooted in the Lifting
Hearts Therapy Garden at Groundswell’s Westport
Farm! From May through September, HMoob elders
make a weekly visit to the therapy garden, where they
grow flowers and vegetables. Groundswell provides
free transportation. The elders describe the garden as
a sanctuary and a treasured “happy place.”

This year marks a big milestone: 2025 is the fifth
anniversary of the Lifting Hearts Therapy Garden
program! It’s an extra-special season because the
elders planted rice for the very first time. The elders
are already looking forward to more great memories
next year. Nature and good company are definitely
working their magic. B

Thank You, Bari!
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Meet Danlka Our Newest Staff Member

Danika L. Mink joined Groundswell Conservancy in September as
the Communications Manager. She replaces JT Cestkowski, who

We recently said goodbye to Bari Yang, our Outreach & Technical
Assistance Manager. Bari helped lead our Strengthening Support Systems
for Wisconsin HMoob Farmers project. Read about her efforts in the
article on the next page. We are so thankful for all of Bari’s work to

left Groundswell in August. She is delighted to use her storytelling
skills to showcase Groundswell’s accomplishments and to celebrate
the many people who play a part. Danika brings 15+ years of
marketing and communications expertise to Groundswell. With
five years of experience as the Communications Director at River
Alliance of Wisconsin, she has a passion for helping nonprofits
amplify their reach to engage audiences through digital and print
marketing. Danika is also a founder and owner of Seven Acre

Dairy Company, a restored dairy factory on the Sugar River in
Paoli.

Danika grew up in Minnesota hunting for morels and fishing

for walleye. These experiences sparked her passion for protecting
special places for the next generations to enjoy. You can often find
her hiking at Devil’s Lake, and spending time outdoors with her
husband and three children. m

Accreditation Comments Welcome

Groundswell Conservancy is pleased to announce

that it is applying for renewal of our accreditation as a
conservation organization that meets national standards
for protecting important lands forever. A public
comment period is open through March 18, 2026.

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission is an
independent program of the Land Trust Alliance. It
conducts an extensive review of each applicant’s policies
and programs. The Commission invites public input

her next endeavor. B

support HMoob farmers across the state. We wish her the very best in

in the form of signed, written comments. Comments
must relate to how Groundswell Conservancy complies
with national quality standards. For the full list of
standards see bit.ly/Land Trust2025.

To learn more about the accreditation program,

visit landtrustaccreditation.org. You may email your
comments to info@landtrustaccreditation.org or mail
them to the Land Trust Accreditation Commission,
Attn: Public Comments, 36 Phila Street, Suite 2,
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. B
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HMoob Farmers attended the 2025 Marbleseed Organic Farming Conference in La Crosse. Project partners
included Groundswell, FairShare CSA Coalition, and UW-Madison Division of Extension.

HMoob Farmers Project the First of Its Kind

Yimmuaj Yang, Community Director

Groundswell recently wrapped up our Strengthening
Support Systems for Wisconsin HMoob Farmers

project. The USDA Office of Partnership and Public
Engagement 2501 program provided funding for this
three-year initiative. The project aimed to directly
address the needs of Wisconsin's HMoob agricultural
community, and made history as the first of its kind.

Wisconsin is home to the third-largest HMoob
population in the United States. The HMoob
population has contributed to the U.S. agricultural
economy since its arrival 50 years ago. Yet, formal
support systems for this community have been
historically absent.

To begin to address this in our community, the
Strengthening Support Systems project focused on
connecting HMoob farmers with new opportunities
for support. Key priorities included land access,
market opportunities, state and federal programs,
and production information.

Project achievements and highlights include:

* A Broad Reach: The project engaged 150+
farmers across Wisconsin.

* Increased Program Access: As a result of our
work, at least 20 new farmers participated in
state or federal agricultural programs.

* New Partnerships: The project cultivated
new relationships between HMoob farmers,
community organizations, and public service
agencies. This network of partners will provide
ongoing support.

* Accessible Resources: We developed and

continue to create new informational materials.

These resources are linguistically and culturally
accessible for HMoob farmers.

Our thanks to Bari Yang, our former Outreach and
Technical Assistance Manager, who helped lead this
project. The outcomes of this work will continue to
benefit HMoob farmers across the state for many
years to come. l
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BY THE NUMBERS

July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025
Your individual gift makes a big difference!

Between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025, Groundswell Conservancy raised $1,334,703
for programs and operations and spent $1,265,789 for programs and operations.
In addition, Groundswell received $1,120,795 in private gifts and public funds to
permanently protect 455 acres of land.

I Consulting fees,
rental income,
and other
$56,592

I Contributions
from individuals,
businesses, and
foundations
$923,430 Total

$1,334,703

I Endowment

I Government distributions from

grants Madison Community
$317,347 Foundation
$37,335

26% 49, 3%

Total Income for Land Acquisition $1,120,795

Community I Fundraising
Engagement $139,620
$429,186
I Stewardship Management &
$392,700 General
$1,265,789 $142,210

Land Protection
$162,071

As of June 30, 2025 Groundswell Conservancy had total assets of $10,993,001 and
liabilities of $337,281. Most of our assets are our nature preserves.

The above financial information is unaudited. To view the details of our financial health,
please see our financial reports posted at guidestar.org. The 2024-2025 report should
be posted by February 2026. You can also view our federal tax returns at our website
under Ways to Give > Donate with Confidence.
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THANK YOU!

Mario Quintana

Roberta Herschleb

Thank You for Your Investment in Conservation Where You Live

Each and every gift, no matter the size, helps protect the land we love, forever.

These generous supporters gave to Groundswell Conservancy between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025.
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Drew Hanson & Carrie Carroll!

Janet & Wayne Hanson

Laura Hanson

Sharla Hanson

Cate & John Harrington

Larry Hartzke

Edward Hastreiter

"Monthly Sustainer *Event Sponsor *Prairie Partners Sponsor “Part or all of gift is to
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CC 1 first learned of
Groundswell from my
neighbor and joined her in

a visit with Groundswell

to the Hauge Log Church
project. Having grown up on
a farm not too far outside of
Madison, I was immediately
taken with the mission. I
knew I had to donate, and it
couldn’t be just one and done.
I am always excited to see
what land has been protected.
I especially appreciated the
recent farmland in the Town
of Dunn that was protected.
I will continue my monthly
giving, knowing that I am
in good company with

Groundswell. ) )

— Tracy Yaktus,
Monthly Sustainer

If you are over 70.5 years of
age, you can avoid taxes
on transfers from your IRA
with a Qualified Charitable
Distribution to Groundswell.
It's another way to support
conservation where you
live.




¢ Giving monthly to
Groundswell Conservancy is
our way of staying connected
to the land and community
we love. We believe in
protecting green spaces not
just for today, but for future
generations to explore, learn,
and find peace in nature.
Supporting Groundswell’s
mission every month feels

like planting seeds and

knowing that together we’re
helping Wisconsin’s special
places thrive. ))

— Sara, Jon, and Louis

Giacalone, Monthly

Sustainers

Julie Hayward

Pamela D. Heaney

Tom Heaney

Nancy Heiden?

Shawn Heider

Pam Heinrich

Etta Heizman

Rich & Kathy Henderson

Barbara & Ron Hennings

Roberta Herschleb!

Denise & Stephen Herzberg

Vicky Hestad

John Heywood

Tamara Hill

Susan & David Hineline

Susan Hobart & William
Feitlinger

Brende Hofer & Dennis
Steadman

Mary E Hoferle

Peter Hoff

Kris & Terry Hoffman

Randy & Joann Hoffman

Susan & Les Hoffman?

Sarah Hole

Michael & Laura Holt

Rose Holtsnider

Linda Hopfensperger

Kathy Hornemann

Mark Hornung

Natasha Horsfall

Tom Howe

Marirose & John Huebscher

Chris & Mary Hughes

Kim Hughes

Cary Hunkel

Tom & Nancy Hunt

Benjamin Hurd

John & Marlene Hurst

John & Judith Hutchinson

Bruce Hutler

Nancy Hutson

Linda & Jeff Huttenburg

Greg & Jane Hyer

Lasisi Ibrahim

Ingredion Incorporated

Intuit

Charles Irish

Barbara Irvin & Bruce Mayer

Carol Iwanowski

Allen Jacobson & Lila Daut

Monica Jaehnig

Bob & Molly Jahn

James Reeb UU Congregation

Steve JandlI'

Carolyn Janto

Ellie Jarvie

JLA Architects

Colleen Johnson

Dale Johnson

Joanne Johnson

Lesley Johnson & Terry Marshall

Nancy & Stan Johnson

Sharon Johnson

Rosemary & Lee Jones

Susan & Conrad Jostad?

Errol Jung

Chris Jungbluth & Sarah
Rasmussen

Rick Kalvelage

Fred & Sandy Kamnetz

Stan Kanter

Peter & Beth Kaseman-Wold'

Sonja Keesey-Berg

Kathleen Kelly

David & Mary Jean Kennedy

Ruth & Tom Kent

Brian Kersten & Julie Tans-
Kersten

Melissa & Phillip Kesling

Claudia Kessel

John Kessler & Mara
Zimmerman

Sally Keyel

Linda & Bill Keys

Greg Kidd

Teresa Kim

Sandy & Meme Kintner!

Douglas Kirk

Michael Klein

Dorothy Klinefelter

Christine Klotz & Charles
Henderson

Mary Knickmeyer

Joyce Knutson

Kirsten Koegel & Jim O’Keane

Elizabeth & David Koehler

Robert Koehler

Mary Kohl

David Koltes

Virginia Kominiak

Michelle & Matthew Komiskey

Marian Kontek

Sue & Tim Koob

Mary Anne Koos & Will
Abberger

Gordy Kopke

Lily Kramer

Rebecca Krantz & Don Katz

Anita Krasno & Daniel Hobson

Tim Krause

Sara Krauskopf

Tom & Margie Krauskopf

Kim Kreitinger & Eric Preston

Edward Krinsky

Ed Krois & Joan Hayden

Kurt & Ann Krumholz

Jennifer & Jim Krzak

Beth Kubly

John Kuech

Mark Kuehn

Cynthia & Scott Kuenzi

Jeffery Kuesel

Kevin Kuluvar

Jim & Becki Kurtz

Ben Lam & Khine Su

William Lane

Anita & Mark Langer

Katherine & Richard Larson

Laura Larson

Steve Lary

Joseph & Maggie Lasee

Laurie & Paul Lata

Renee Lauber & Graham Cody

Drew Lawrence

Sheila Leary

Amy Lee

Rolland Lee

Michael & Linda Leggett

Susan Lehnhardt

Martha Lemanski!

Roma Lenehan

Madelyn Leopold & Claude
Kazanski

Amy Leu

Ken & Debby Levin

David & Alice Lewandowski

Andrew & Pam Lewis

Herbert Ley

Susan Lindgren

Robert Loesch & Jennifer
Deuster-Loesch

Rex & Juli Loker

Sharon Long

Davin Lopez & Julie Widholm'

Richard Lorang

Jim Lorman & Anne Forbes

J.P. & R.W. Lottridge

Meghan Lubner

Dave Lucey'

Dennis Lucey

Sheila Lucey-Muehlenbruch!

Kathryn Lukenbach

Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer

Joe Lusson

Tim Luttrell

Madison Community Foundation

Madison Homebrewers & Tasters
Guild

Saverio & Lori Maglio

John Magnuson'

Mary Maher & Eileen Maher

Jim Mankopf

James & Betty Manson

Sandy Marcus

Sylvia Marek

Marjorie King Studios

Kristine Marion

Dolly Marsh

Mary & Doug Marshall

Mark Martin &
Sue Foote-Martin

Kathy Martinoff

Peggy & Duane Marxen

John Marzion

Pamela Mather

Tekoni Maughan

Carolyn May

Jon & Patricia Mayer

David McCabe & Andrea
Gonstead

Nancy McCartan

Tom McClintock & Kelly Kearns

Angie McConkey & Diann
Thumser

Terrence & Barbara McCormick

Megan McCrumb

Jill & Mike McDermott!

Nancy McGill

Dr Julie McGwin

Kate & Tom McMahan

Katherine McMullen

Jean & Walter Meanwell

Meghan Meceker

Scott Meeker & Kathleen Ernst

Elaine Meier

Dennis Meiller

Rosie Meinholz & Larry
Hochman

Julie & Dan Melton

Charles Melvin

Sharifa Merchant

Adam & Amy Mertz!

Michael D. Meton

Carson & Lisa Mettel

Carolyn Meyer

John & Nancy Meyers

MGE Foundation?

Michael Fields Agricultural
Institute

Michigan Integrated Food &
Farming System

David & Vin Mickelson

Mike & Pepé Foundation

James & Rebecca Miller

Pamela Miller

Todd Miller

Erika Mills

Chad Minter

Gene Mitchell & Janis Arnovich

Linda Mittnacht

Patrick Mommaerts

Rachel Mooney

Stefanie Moritz & Vince Jenkins

Joyce Morrison

Gregory Motl & Laurel Brooks

Jeanne & Michael Mraz!

Nancy Muehllehner

Ursula Muehllehner

Mary Mueller

Mary Mullen

Alton & Meghan Multhauf'

Murphy Desmond S.C.?

Chris Murphy & Amy Rountree

Eric Myers

Frank & Helen Myers

Muriel Nagle & Doug Bach

Cheryl Namyst & Steve Konkol'

Kristina Nardi

National Caves Association

Natural Resources Foundation of
WI, Inc

Henry Nehls-Lowe

John Nelson

Mikkel Nelson

Paul Nelson

Thomas & Joan Nelson

William & Virginia Nelson

Greg Nemet

Ed Neumueller

Janet Neurauter

Kevin Niedermeier

Nimick Forbesway Foundation

Larry & Kathy Nix

Paul & Barb Noeldner

Jan Norsetter & Jon Sutcliffe

Tony & Darlene Nowak

Oberweiler Foundation

Jim O’Brien

Jim & Rumi O’Brien?

Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys

Kara O’Connor

Ryan O’Connor

Katharine Odell

Eric & Casey Oclkers

Mark Oglesbay

Jefren Olsen & Katherine
Rasmussen

Layton & Barbara Olsen

Darlene Olson

Tan Olson'

Judith & Duane Olson

Kathy & Carl Olson

Linda Olson

Steven & Nanneth Olson

Pat & Pam O’Malley

Benjamin Orcutt

Bryn Orum

Peter Ostlind

Jason Oswald

Kathy Otterson

Rex Owens'

Roger Packard & David Musolf

Bob Palmer

Sam & Betsy Parker

Barb & Steve Parrell

Pat Paska

Paul Patenaude

Andrew Paulios

Mary & David Paulson

Wayne & Jackie Pauly

Mary Pautz

Paypal Giving

William Peaden

Connie & Mark Pelton

Liz Pelton & Sam Soper

Marcia Penner

Susan & Mike Perino

Barry Perkel & Ellen Rosner

Lynn Persson

Dan & Judy Peterson

Don & Denise Peterson

Harry & Sylvia Peterson

Jim & Carole Peterson

Phoebe R. & John D. Lewis
Foundation

Zachary Pickett

Katherine Pientka

Sara & Dustin Pieper

Chad & Lisa Pierick

Gail Piersen & Wil Adler

Robin Piper & Kiristal Kagy

Evan & Jane Pizer

Kent & Betty Pohlman

Doug Poland

James Pontius

Caleb Pourchot & Heidi Habeger

Pat Pourchot & Jennifer Johnson

John & Dorothy Priske

George Procak

Ed Prochaska

Donald Propsom & Kim Varnell'

Amy Purvis Thurow

Quercus Land Stewardship
Services®

Paul Rabinowitz

Eric Raether

John & Lorie Raihala

Katrine Rajski

Nancy Rane

Yolibeth Rangel'

Lynn & Rick Rasmussen

Paul Rasmussen

Joe Rausch

Ricki Ravitts

Richard & Mary Ann Reale

REAP Food Group

Jon & Mary Reddin

Don & Carol Reeder

Stan Rehm

Cary & Scott Reich?

Glenn Reinl & Sara Krebsbach

Shirley Reiser

Patrick Remington

Edna Resari

Trina Resari-Salao

Stacy Rhone

Everett & Maureen Rice

Ronda Richards & Robert Ley

Jamie Richardson

Mary Richardson’

Steve Richter & Laura Cominetti

Joann Ringelstetter

Ann Ripp

Dave & Linda Ripp

Fred A. Risser

Nancy Roark

Craig Roberts & Mark Nofsinger

Jeannie Roberts & John Voegeli
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¢ Legacy Circle—isn’t that
just for wealthy folks? Carrie
and I are loyal supporters
of Groundswell and its
decades of accomplishments
protecting land for wildlife,
recreation, food security,
and future generations.
When we discussed increasing
our monthly contributions,
Carrie said, “What if we
signed up for the Legacy
Circle and left Groundswell
something in our will? After
all, land protection is a long-
term effort.” And so we did.
Why not consider it? We feel

great about our decision! ) )

— Mike Foy & Carrie
Morgan, Legacy Circle
Members
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Mark & Dana Roffers

Deborah Rohde & Barbara
Constans

Andrea Rolich

Robert Rolley

Greg Romashko

Mark Rooney & Gail Morton

Rooted W1, Inc.

Louise Root-Robbins & Kenneth
Robbins M.D.!

Roots4Change Co-op

Greg Rosenberg

Bonnie Rosenmeier

Ron Rosner & Ronnie Hess

Ron & Cathy Rotter

Kelda Roys & Dan Reed'

Veronica Rueckert & Benson
Gardner

Mike Rupiper!

Rebecca Sackash

Pat & Pete Sammataro’

David Sample

Charlie Sanders & Tina Pacente

Carroll Schaal

Kim Schappe McBride!

Jacqueline Scharping

Bonita Schey

Carol Schlatter

Schlecht Family Foundation

Pam Schmid

Lynn & Thomas Schmidt

Marcia Schmidt

Paul & Bonnie Schmidt

Erich Schmidtke

Mary Ellen & Tim Schmit

Cathy Schmitz

Elizabeth & Lawrence Schmitz

Erica Schmitz

Brian Schneider

Rodee Schneider & Vanessa
Bailey

Erica Schroyer & Angela
Marchant

Linda Schuler & David Liebl

Michael & Trina Schuler

Clare Schulz

Gary Schwager & Gabrielle
Banick

Sharon & James Schwarz

Mary & Jerry Schwoch

Barry Seifert

Shane Semb

Michael & Joleen Semmann

Ron Semmann

Joe & Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner

Donna Sereda & Jay DeNovo'

Jennifer & David Sereno

Dick & Winnie Severson

Sara Shackleton

Krishna Shah

Paul & Suzanne Shain

Gail & Dan Shea

Julia Sheahan

Pat & Helen Sheahan

Kathryn Shelley

Kevin Shelley & Sandra Whitney

Thomas Shepherd & Cindy
Holzum

John Sheski

Julie Shiner-Bazan & Bernard
Bazan

Janice Shucha

Todd & Laura Shucha!

Dave Siebert & Sarah Dunning

Judy Siegfried

Brent Sieling & Megan
Schliesman

Jeanie & Jerry Sieling

Catherine Silver

Steve Silverberg & Lisa Gaumnitz

Muriel Simms

Carl Sinderbrand & Maryann
Sumi

Monica Slaght

Linda Slavney

Wes Slaymaker & Diana Cohen

Joyce Smail

Mark Smith & Dan Rigney

Matt & Denise Smith

Neal & Diane Smith

Randall & Marilyn Smith'

Sandra Smith

Shirley Smith & Terry Shelton'

Nicholas Sodemann

Emma Sokol

William & Roberta Sonzogni

Bob & Lisa Sorge

Spencer Real Estate Group?

Susan Spencer

Lon & Susan Sprecher

Spring Rose Growers Cooperative

Amy Squitieri

Stafford Rosenbaum LLP?

Judith Stang

Dan Stapleton

Nicole & Paul Staskowski

Frank & Patti Statz

Richard & Laurel Steffes

Vern & Kallie Stenman

Marilyn Stier

Ralph & Melba Stockhausen

Bruce & Carol Stoddard

Mary Stoffels'

Gale Stone

Beverly & Bradley Stowell

Antony Stretton

Stephen Strieker

Jeffrey J. Strobel

Stewart & Marylyn Stroup

Stinson Stroup

Stryker

Nancy Sugden & Robert
Newbery

Nancy & Thomas Sundal

Howard Sweet

Mike & Suzanne Swift

Jane Sybers

Mary Lou Sybert

Nancy Tahtinen

Kevin & Patricia Talbot

Dennis Tande & Mary Manering

TASC

Scott Taylor

Rayla Temin

Anita Templel

Stanley Temple

Jonathan & Jo Temte

Thermo Fisher

Charles & Christine Thomas

Mark & Daria Thomas

Don & Joanna Thompson

Thrivent Financial

Tom Thrun

Christopher Tilmann'

Patty Tipson

Town of Dunkirk*

Town of Dunn*

Brian Towns

Jim & Anita Treinen

Vern & Vicki Treinen

Justin & Grace Trewartha

Mary Trewartha

Marilyn TrielofP

James & Karen Troupis

TruStage

Jim Trumpy

John Tweddale

Peg & William Unger

United Way

Michael Vahldieck & Julie
Horner

Paul Van Ginkel

Gail Van Haren

William Van Haren

Barbra Van Rossum

Condon & Mary Ann Vander Ark

Stephen Ventura & Margaret
Krome

Veridian Homes Foundation?

Toby & Nancy Vidlak

Denise Vine

Vitruvian Farms LLC?

Kendra Volk

Ross & Rosalie Volkert

Robin Wagner & Lisa Lepeak

Shane Wagner

Judy Wahr & George Scott

"Monthly Sustainer *Event Sponsor *Prairie Partners Sponsor “Part or all of gift is to
uphold our conservation easements *Part or all of gift for land acquisition or easement

Benita Walker & Joe Senulis

Lynn Wallace

Don Waller & Caitlyn Allen'

Sara Walling

Kristen & John Wallner

Lorette Wambach?

Pamela Waters

Pat Watson

Wegner CPAs>

Robert Weihrouch

Julia Weiser

Keith & Karen Weiss

Bill Welch & Patti Herman

Topf Wells & Sally Probasco

Jim Welsh

Amy Wencel!

Heather Wende

Pat Wende

Trevor Wende

David Wernecke

Gary Werner & Melanie Lord

Shahla Werner

Geri West & Alarik Rosenlund

Becky Weum

Diana Wheeler & Steve Paddock

Kate Wheeler

Bill White

Jed & Sharon White

Lyn & Lyman Wible

Tripp & Nancy Widder

Si & Theresa Widstrand

Chad & Julie Wiedmeyer

Greg & Carrie Wiegand'

Leota & Douglas Wilcox

Cheryl Wille-Schlesser

Brooke Williams & Brendan
Gorman!

Mark B. Williams

Peter Witucki

Arleen Wolek

Fred Wolf

Fred & Karen Wollenburg

Mike & Barbara Wollmer

Anya Wolterman

Levi & Janet Wood'

Margaret & Daryl Wood

Forrest & Sarah Woolworth

Eli Woyke & Meg Pekarske

Carla Wright

Lynda & Dick Wright

Rolf & Susan Wulfsberg

Pa Xiong

Soua Xiong

Tracy & Mike Yaktus'

Yimmuaj Yang

Amy Yocum & Kevin Cronin

Geoff & Josie Young

Stephen Young

YourCause

Mario Quintana

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS, FOR SHARING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS!

Our community of supporters wouldn’t be complete without our volunteers. These individuals help with
everything from writing grants and advising staff to clearing invasive brush and restoring prairies. We are
deeply grateful for all you do to protect special places in and around Dane County.

Ron Albrecht
Johanna Allex
Julie Andersen
Patricia Arndorfer
Sam August

Norm & Carol Aulabaugh
Jan Axelson

Reid Bartholomew
Mary Binkley
Cynthia Borleske
Teri Boundy
Keith Bourne
Vince Brandl
Janet Brandt

Matt & Sarah Braun
Jim Bredeson
Joyce Brehm

Will Bush

Karen Caito
Jennifer Camp
Charlie Carlin
Barbara Cashman

Mai Chang

Presley Chang

Barb Charly

Joe Chase

Sherren Clark
Joshua Deno
Ronald Derringer
Kevin Dewan
Marcia Doll

Wendy Dunagan
Mike Foy

Danny Frederickson
Maggie Freespirit
Sharon & Warren Gaskill
Mark Gnabasik
Karl Heil

Roberta Herschleb
Tamara Hill

Linda Hopfensperger
John Hutchinson
Greg Hyer

Ben Jones

Marilyn Ketterer
Sandy Kintner
Tom Krauskopf
Peg Krecker

Jim Krzak
Joseph Lasee
Renee Lauber
David Lonsdorf
Doug Marshall
Nancy McGill
Jocelyn Milner
Emma Mueller
Jefren Olsen
Caleb Pourchot
Odin Pourchot
Mario Quintana
Nancy Rane
Glenn Reinl
Stacy Rhone
Cory Rich

Pat & Pete Sammataro
Don Selden

Kevin Shelley
Alex Singer
Karen Smyth
Sam Soper
Theran Stautz & Linda Pergola
Dennis Tande

& Mary Manering
Anita Temple
Mark & Daria Thomas
Gail Van Haren
William Van Haren
Wendy Vredenburgh
Tim Wadlington
Alexandra Wells
Jim Welsh
Pat Wende
Kou Yang
Telesherplia Yang

Jan Zimmermann

Interested in volunteering with Groundswell? Visit groundswellconservancy.org/get-involved

or give us a call at (608) 258-9797.
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Supporters continued

Patricia Zastrow

Ledell Zellers & Simon Anderson
James & Susan Zerwick'

Dwight & Bonnie Ziegler

Larry & Patricia Ziemer

Rich & Andrea Zietko

Jan Zimmerman

Jan Zimmermann

Matt Zine

Nancy Zucker & Michael Burns

"Monthly Sustainer

*Event Sponsor

*Prairie Partners Sponsor
“Part or all of gift is to uphold

our conservation easements

*Part or all of gift for land
acquisition or easement

Memorials & Honorariums
In honor of Julie Andersen
Rebecca Krantz & Don Katz

In memory of Lyman Anderson
Elaine Derr
Jerry Derr

In memory of Norm Anderson
Ruth & Tom Kent

In honor of Jan Axelson
Sheila Leary

In honor of Pat Arndorfer
Gary Coenen

In memory of Duane Barmore
Doug & Sherry Caves

In memory of Wally &
Vera Bauman
William Bauman

In memory of Mr. Berkan
Lasisi Ibrahim

In honor of Mary Binkley
& Dennis Petzke

Dennis Tande & Mary
Manering

In memory of JoAnn &
Lloyd Bitzer
Bitzer Family Legacy Fund

In honor of David Boutwell

Evan & Jane Pizer

In honor of Nancy Bruch
Doris & Dick Dubielzig

In honor of BJ Byers
Marc & Jenny Chipault

In memory of Michael Caine
Levi & Janet Wood

In memory of Zachary Clark
Jane Clark & Trace Soper

In honor of Linda & Dave
Colby
Boyden Financial, Inc.

In honor of Jesse DeAngelis
¢ Dane Miller

James & Rebecca Miller

Pamela Waters

In memory of Elizabeth Ekola
Jeff Ekola

In honor of Ron Endres
William & Virginia Nelson
In memory of Fred Fiers

Julie & Doug Fiers

In honor of Mike Foy &
Carrie Morgan
Alan & Karen Crossley

In honor of Heidi Habeger
Connie & David Beam
Frank Grenzow

Sam & Betsy Parker
Mike & Barbara Wollmer

In memory of Lindsey Hanson
Becky & Bret Hanson

In memory of Richard Simon
Hanson
Laura Hanson

In honor of Hal &
Diane Harlowe

Susan Hobart & William
Feitlinger

In honor of Max & Jil Hoenisch
Sandy Marcus

In honor of Susan & Les
Hoffman

Karen & Larry Beach

In honor of Joe Klimczak

National Caves Association

In honor of Tom Krauskopf’
Sara Krauskopf

In honor of Ben Lam
Liz Pelton & Sam Soper

In honor of Ken Lange
Thomas Dunn

In memory of Tyrone “Ty”
Larson

Michelle & Matthew
Komiskey

Katherine & Richard Larson

Laura Larson

In memory of Stephanie Leggett
Michael & Linda Leggett

In memory of George Lucey
JoAnn & Steve Foote
Dennis Lucey

In honor of Angela Marchant
Erica Schroyer

In honor of Nancy McGill
Connie & David Beam

In memory of Ken McGwin
Dr. Julie McGwin

In memory of Walter J. Miller
Todd Miller

In honor of Jackson Nesbit
Kathy & Carl Olson

In honor of Patty Neumueller
Ed Neumueller

In memory of Don &
Dolores Neurauter
Janet Neurauter

In memory of Ron Paska
Pat Paska

In honor of Richard Pe
Greg Romashko

In honor of Pine Quarry Farm
Carolyn May

In memory of John A. Rausch
Joe Rausch

In memory of Rory Savard
Anica Bausch
Susan Lindgren

In honor of Erica Schmitz
Elizabeth &

Lawrence Schmitz

In memory of Ron Semmann
Debra Alton

Carl & Bonnie Anderson
Curtis DeGolier

Paul & Carol Esser
Margaret Funck

Carol Iwanowski

Nancy & Stan Johnson
Richard Lorang

Kathryn Lukenbach

Jon & Patricia Mayer
Layton & Barbara Olsen
Judith & Duane Olson
Kent & Betty Pohlman
Jacqueline Scharping
Michael & Joleen Semmann
Catherine Silver

Frank & Patti Statz
Kevin & Patricia Talbot
Pat Wende

Lyn & Lyman Wible

In memory of Mike Slavney

Anonymous

Michael Allen

David Batt

Barbara Corsi

Embark

Roberta Farris

Joy & Rob Gottschalk

Mark Hornung

Colleen Johnson

Tom & Margie Krauskopf

Bill O’Connor & Kirista Roys

Caleb Pourchot & Heidi
Habeger

Mary Mueller

Eric Raether

Mark & Dana Roffers

Bonnie Rosenmeier

Ron & Cathy Rotter

Monica Slaght

Lynn Wallace & Karen
Kedrowski

Gary Werner & Melanie Lord

Jan Zimmermann

In memory of Mary Stitgen
Jean & Walter Meanwell

In honor of Stewart &
Marylyn Stroup
Stinson Stroup

In memory of Chris Thomas
Charles Thomas

In memory of Tom Thurow
Amy Purvis Thurow

In memory of Kathryn Trudell
Phyllis Davis

In honor of Jim Welsh
Herbert Ley
Neal & Diane Smith

In honor of Par Wende
Heather Wende
Trevor Wende

In memory of

Henry J. Wiedmeyer
Scott Hafermann
Pam Heinrich
Ben Lam & Khine Su
John Marzion
Kevin Niedermeier
James Pontius
Krishna Shah
Chad & Julie Wiedmeyer

In honor of Tracy Witklund

Emma Sokol

In memory of Ken Wood
Tony & Darlene Nowak

In honor of Yimmuaj Yang
Peter & Marsha Cannon
Kristine Marion

In memory of Gwenneth Mocha
Yocum's beloved dog
Amy Yocum & Kevin Cronin

In memory of Tonya Ziegler
Joann Ringelstetter

In-Kind Contributors
Anonymous
Cave of the Mounds
Compeer Financial
Conscious Carnivore
Culver's - Sauk City
Amanda Dambrink &
Jonny Dexter
Mary Devitt
Fontana Sports Specialties
Land Trust Alliance
Lifting Hearts Therapy
Garden HMoob Elders
Origin Breads
Pete Rabenstine
Gail & Dan Shea
Lori Wessel
Willy Street Co-op
Community Reinvestment
Fund
Wisco Home Goods
Yimmuaj Yang &
Presley Chang

Government Grants for Land
or Easements

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Fund

North American Wetlands
Conservation Act

In preparing this report, we
tried to ensure that it was
accurate and complete. If we
made an error or omission,
please accept our apologies
and contact Amanda

Dambrink at 608-258-9797.

Your Legacy, Forever

LEGAGY
GIRGLE.

Groundswell recognizes people
who have included us in
their will or estate plans as
Legacy Circle members. By
joining these champions for
conservation, your legacy
will live on in the land itself

for generations to come. In the

rolling prairies, the bubbling springs, and the

firmly rooted oaks.

To learn about your options for adding Groundswell

to your estate plans—including bequests, IRA or

life insurance designations, and more—please visit

groundswellconservancy.org/legacy.

MEMBERS

Anonymous (12)

Johanna Allex

Peggy Anderson

Peter & Kristin Antonie

Patricia Arndorfer

Norm & Carol Aulabaugh

Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith

Joan & Darren Blankenship

David Boutwell

Jodi Bruss-Sherman &
Jack Sherman

Dana & Pat Chabot

Amanda Dambrink &
Jonny Dexter

Phyllis Davis

Mike Denruiter

Lloyd Eagan

Dan Eckberg

Joanna Fanney

Daniel Fields

Mike Foy & Carrie Morgan

Maggie Freespirit

Warren Gaskill

Frank Grenzow

Karl S. Gutknecht &
Susan L. Hunt

Heidi Habeger

Don & Ingrid Hammes

Cate & John Harrington

Larry Hartzke

Julie Hayward

Pam & Craig Heilman

Susan & Les Hoffman

Maggie & Bob Honig

Greg & Jane Hyer

Sue Jones

Douglas & Marjorie King

Elizabeth & David Koehler

Thomas & Margie Krauskopf

Beth Kubly

Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer

Mary Manering & Dennis Tande

Angie S. McConkey &
Diann E. Thumser

Nancy McGill

Stefanie Moritz & Vince Jenkins

Janet Neurauter

Jim & Rumi O'Brien

William O'Connor
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Annual Report designed by Jeff Weyer

Groundswell Conservancy strives to use equitable language in our written communications. If you have feedback about how we can improve,
please contact Danika Mink at danika@groundswellconservancy.org

Let’s Meet Up!

Join us at a Groundswell event! Find more information and sign up at groundswellconservancy.org/events.

Ben Lam
Winter Open House Thank You Party—Save the Date!
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 | 4:30-7 p.m. Thursday, April 23, 2026 | 5-7:30 p.m.
Groundswell office: 211 S. Paterson St., Suite 250 Madison Public Library — Central, 201 W. Mifflin St.
We invite you to join us for an open house with Join us to celebrate all the special places you protected
refreshments and good company! Gathering Waters this year! We'd like to show our appreciation for your
(Suite 270) and Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance dedicated support of conservation where you live.
(Suite 340) will also be open, so please visit Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and refreshments with a short
them as well. RSVP appreciated at program at 6:15 p.m. Official invitation coming in
groundswellconservancy.org/events January.

or call (608) 258-9797.
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