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PROTECTED FOREVER

This past fiscal year our relation-
ships with conservation-minded
community members and land-
owners resulted in the permanent
protection of wetlands, farmland,
prairie, oak savanna, grassland,
woodland, and shoreline. That
means our water will be cleaner,
farmers can keep growing food,
wildlife has more places to thrive,
and everyone has more access to
nature. Your support makes it
possible for us to build relation-
ships and improve our community
now and in the future.

......

Mario Quintana




1 Groundswell teamed up with The Prairie Enthusiasts, along with
conservation-minded landowners Ron and Darla Giordano, to help
protect 40 acres of land in the Wisconsin River Valley. Groundswell
led negotiations with the owners, made arrangements for the closing,
and helped cover costs associated with the closing. With help, in
part, from a generous donation provided by the Giordanos to sup-
port initial management of the site, The Prairie Enthusiasts can now
ensure the continued vitality of this area.

2 'The Town of Dunn and Groundswell placed a conservation easement
on the Peterson Family centennial farm. This easement preserves
3 valuable farmland by restricting development on the 133-acre prop-
‘Mario Quintana erty. A 300-foot-wide vegetative buffer between the cropland and
Hook Lake will protect water quality and provide wildlife habitat.
We thank landowners Lea Ann and Randall Heacox for their dedi-
cation to protecting this land. We also thank the Town of Dunn for
their leadership on this project and for their continued commitment
to conservation through their Purchase of Development Rights
(PDR) program.

3 More people will be able to safely access the Lower Yahara Riv-
er thanks to Groundswell’s purchase of 1.64 acres south of the
Dunkirk Dam. This special place is adjacent to property owned
by the Dunkirk Dam Lake District and to the Town’s Charlie H.
Lyon Memorial Park. The Town of Dunkirk plans to work with
the Lake District to construct amenities on the property. Current
plans include an ADA-accessible path, an accessible canoe & kayak
put-in/take-out, and an accessible fishing pier. This acquisition was
possible because of the generosity of the landowners, our partnership
with the Town and the Lake District, and funding provided by the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program and the Dane County Con-

servation Fund.

4 Later in the year, we purchased an additional 40 acres of wetland
habitat within the Lower Mud Lake Natural Resource Area in the
Town of Dunn. This acquisition came together thanks to the gen-
erosity of the landowner, supporters of Groundswell including Sean
McBride, our Norm Anderson Conservation Opportunities Fund,
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Habitat Areas Grant Program, and
North American Wetlands Conservation Act funding administered
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited.

Ben Jones



5 We protected 180 acres of prairie and
oak savanna habitat in the Town of New
Glarus. This was made possible by the
generous donation of a private conserva-
tion easement by landowners Kris and
Penny Kubly. The Four Oaks Farm Con-
servation Easement protects remnant
prairie and oak savanna habitat, exten-
sive restored prairie, and approximately
2,350 feet of streambank on Legler School
Branch. Quality sedge meadows, emergent
marsh, and oak woodlands are also now
protected forever. Together, these habitats
host numerous rare, threatened, and en-
dangered plant and animal species.

6 Groundswell purchased 34 acres of wetland
habitat within the Lower Mud Lake Nat-
ural Resource Area in the Town of Dunn.
We thank the landowners, Craig and
Renae, for wanting to see this land pro-
tected. Funding to purchase the land came
from Wisconsin DNR’s Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program and a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife North American Wetlands
Conservation Act grant administered by
Ducks Unlimited.
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7 Groundswell helped the Town of West-
port purchase 105 acres once proposed for
a large bagel bakery. A mix of grassland,
wetlands, and oak woods, the land is
bordered by the Westport Town Hall on
one side and the DNR’s Six Mile Creek By onsg
Fishery Area on the other. With the open
space addition, there’s now an almost
unbroken corridor of protected public land
around the north side of Lake Mendota,
stretching from Governor Nelson State
Park to Wisconsin 113. To ensure the
property is never developed, the Town of
Westport granted a conservation easement
to Groundswell Conservancy. Thanks to
Steve and Marianne Schlecht, the Town of
Westport, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Fund, Dane County, and our Groundswell
supporters for making this important con-
servation project possible.

Ben Jones




Letter from the Executive Director

Groundswell celebrated its 40th

anniversary this year — and what
" an exciting year it’s been! From
protecting hundreds of acres of
farmland and natural places and
enhancing soil health to provid-
ing access to land for HMoob and

Black farmers and purchasing a big

blue tractor named “Elmow” — we've been busy.

When [ think of the last 40 years, I feel humble.
We stand on the massive shoulders of countless stew-
ards of the land who've shaped and protected the places
we hold dear. By continuing their work, we pay it for-
ward for our children and their children. Look around
you at our beautiful prairies, woodlands, wetlands,

forests, grasslands, and farmland. Land that we are bor-
rowing from our children. Land that cannot be carried
away. We have but one task: to protect and nourish it,
so it can thrive.

In this annual report, I invite you to explore the
impact your support has had on the special places in
our community. I hope you are inspired and continue
to be part of our important work in ways large and
small. Whether it’s making a year-end gift, joining us
on a hike or field trip, or getting your hands dirty as
a volunteer, there are so many ways to celebrate and
enjoy this beautiful land we call home.

Thank you for your help this year as we celebrate
the last forty years and the next forty to come!

Photo by Ben Jones

New Tractor at Westport Prairie

Patrick Marsh is a wonderful outdoor space
visited by a wide variety of people, and we're on

a mission to make it more accessible. Everyone
should have the opportunity to get outside and
explore, but there are often barriers. Recently, we
reached out to an organization called Access to
Independence to help us identify these barriers
and explore new ways to make this place more
accessible and inclusive. Staff from Access to
Independence will visit Patrick Marsh and evaluate
everything from signage to trails to viewing
platforms. We want everyone to enjoy Patrick
Marsh and look forward to making improvements.
If you would like to donate to the cost of this
accessibility audit, please email Heidi at heidi@
groundswellconservancy.org.

Groundswell is now the proud owner of a
brand-new tractor and mower. It will primarily
be used for maintenance mowing of our newly
planted prairies and for mowing the trails at
Westport Prairie. This means more beneficial
wildlife habitat and well-groomed trails for you
to enjoy at this special place. We held a nam-
ing contest for the tractor, and the winning
name was Elmow. Thank you to everyone who
helped us with this purchase and to everyone
who participated in the naming contest.

Mario Quintana
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Angela West Blank, Executive Director

CARING FOR SPECIAL PLACES

Pasley’s Swan Creek Farm in Fitchburg.

Groundswell purchased the farm in 2018 as part

Great news! On Tuesday, August 22, the Fitchburg
Common Council voted to amend an ordinance that
will allow Groundswell to construct a private well at

of our equitable access to land program. Neigh-
borhood Food Solutions, run by Black farmer and
Vietnam Veteran Robert Pierce, has been leasing the
property from us to teach teens from low-income
families and formerly incarcerated individuals skills

Thank you, Mitch!

BJ Byers

Ben Jones

related to growing, distributing, and processing fresh
produce. During the past four years, a city ordinance
prohibited us from drilling a well on the property
and required us to hook up to municipal chlorinated
water, which is not ideal for crops.

The change in the ordinance is a big win for
Groundswell and will enable us to construct a well
that will provide a permanent, sustainable source
of water on the property. A big thanks goes to our
staff, Fitchburg Mayor Julia Arata-Fratta, and
Fitchburg’s Common Council for helping to make
this possible.

BJ Byers, Land Management Director

Last February, we welcomed Mitch Silva to the Ground-
swell team as our full-time Land Management Specialist
LTE. Coming from Operation Fresh Start, Mitch had a
background in conservation and a passion for restoring
natural habitats. Mitch spent his days cutting down
invasive brush at our oak savannas, pulling non-native
weeds from our favorite green spaces, mowing our trails,
writing land management plans, and helping with our
conservation easement monitoring,.

It was a pleasure working alongside Mitch, but
unfortunately his position was temporary, lasting only
six months. In August, he moved on to bigger and
better things. Mitch was a huge help, and we know he
has a bright future ahead of him. In fact, Mitch recently
received the “Academy Participant of the Year” award
from Operation Fresh Start in recognition of his incred-
ible growth, leadership, and dedication to conservation.
Congratulations to Mitch! We're excited to see what’s in
store for your future in conservation.

Special thanks to the Oberweiler Foundation and
the Richard McCoy Estate for funding Mitch’s time
with Groundswell. Their generous support helped make
this position possible.
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BJ Byers, Land Management Director

Over the last five years, we've converted 25 acres (5
acres per year) of agricultural land to native tallgrass
prairie at Westport Prairie! We do this by collecting
prairie seed from nearby remnant prairies that once
made up the historic Empire Prairie. While this is an
impressive accomplishment worth celebrating, we
still have ~175 acres of agricultural land at Westport
to plant to prairie. The more we plant, the more
seed sources we have to collect from. This means our
plantings will grow larger and larger each year. In
fact, this winter our planting will be 6.5 acres; next
year it will be 7+ acres.

So how do we collect enough seed to make these
planting possible? A decent amount is collected by
our summer interns and monthly volunteers. Start-
ing about three years ago, the bulk has been collected
by Kaylee Nelsen. From late September through
November, Kaylee spends evenings and weekends
drying, processing, and weighing the seeds of each
prairie plant species. She’s got a knack for this kind
of work, and it’s very impressive! Most people have
trouble identifying plants in full bloom, but Kaylee
can identify them when they’re all brown and shriv-
eled up. Because of the important work Kaylee does
for Groundswell and for conservation, we want to

highlight her here. So, here’s what Kaylee has to say:

Westport Pralrie .‘

Spotllght
Kaylee Nelsen ~

“This fall will mark my third season helping
collect native seeds at Westport Prairie as part of
Groundswell’s effort to convert cropland back into
native prairie. When I was first recommended for
the role, I had just finished my master’s degree in en-
vironmental conservation from the Nelson Institute
and was looking for something to occupy my time
while searching for a full-time job. The calming and
grounding nature of native seed collecting quickly
grew on me, and by November I was fully enamored
with the complexity of the remnants along with the
ambiance of sights, sounds, and smells. The fol-
lowing spring, I was employed full-time working in
conservation with Good Oak Ecological Services and
continued to collect seeds part-time for Groundswell
in the fall. There is a great quote in the book Noah’s
Garden by Sara Stein that poetically sums up why
conservation is important to me.

‘Remove the pheasant’s cover or the butterfly’s
flower and you have erased its space. The less
variety of habitat the landscape offers, the less
space there is until, when all is mowed, even
an expanse the size of a golf course becomes
just a hole in the world.’

I am grateful to have this opportunity to work
with the wonderful Groundswell staff and volunteers
to fill some of the holes in our world.” —Kaylee Nelsen

- \\ '
S3JV1d 1VI33dS 404 INIYVI




CARING FOR SPECIAL PLACES

OUR COMMUNITY FARMS

oo

Brandon Mann, Easement Stewardship Manager

Groundswell currently holds over 80 conservation
easements. Every easement requires monitoring and
follow-up reporting each year. We also build relation-
ships with landowners, share resources, and work to
resolve potential easement conflicts.

For years, staff members Tony Abate and BJ Byers
tackled this work together, while trying to manage all
their other job duties. As the number of easements
grew, it was clear they needed more help. That’s when
Groundswell hired me as the full-time Easement
Stewardship Manager.

Tony and BJ mentored me through my first ease-
ment monitoring season. Tony took the lead from the

Water on the Farm

Yimmuaj Yang, Community Director

This year, we installed a much-needed water distri-
bution system at Westport Farm. As a result, farm-
ers had easier access to water this growing season,
helping their plants grow and flourish. It was espe-
cially important during the two-month dry spell
this summer. People and plants alike are benefiting
from the new system, and our farm is thriving.

Thanks to the Evjue Foundation, Boyden Finan-
cial, Inc, High Wind Association Foundation, Willy
Street Co-op, and Second Harvest Foodbank of
Southern W1 for supporting this project.

Yimmuaj Yang

office teaching me the monitoring process, reporting
obligations, and software for tracking. BJ led from the
field by supporting and accompanying me at each prop-
erty visit.

Being new, we also made a renewed effort to meet
with landowners in-person so I could begin forming
relationships with them. Meeting with Kris Kubly
on his property outside New Glarus was particularly
noteworthy for me because I remember spending
many, many hours helping with prescribed fire and
weed management on the property years prior.

Having one staff person focused on this work
has improved our monitoring process and allows us
to protect more special places through conservation
easements in the future.

HMoob elder Xao Cha using a garden hose thanks to
the newly installed water system ar Westport Farm.



Focus on Soil Health: An Interview
with Farmer John Meyers

Brandon Mann, Easement Stewardship Manager

John Meyers loves talking soil. It’s a big part of his life
as a farmer. John, his wife Nancy, and their son Jered
farm approximately 350 acres along Co Hwy K south
of Barneveld. They sold two conservation easements
to Groundswell Conservancy, one in 2010 and one in
2013. John credits the decision to protect their farm-
land forever with helping keep the farm in the family,
among other positive outcomes.

I spoke with John earlier this year, and he shared
some insight into his experience as a farmer.

What is your evolution as a farmer? We started
out moldboard plowing and working the soil many
times to prepare a seedbed. The second year, we went
to a chisel plow and offset disk and eliminated a lot of
trips and saved soil and moisture by doing so. We alter-
nated strips of row crops with hay on the contour. We
were among the first to officially adopt a nutrient man-

agement plan. Most of that plan we were already doing,.

Managing nutrients saves money and makes you more
eflicient. It also prevents runoff of valuable nutrients.
What management practices related to soil
health/conservation are you using on your farm
and why? We always kept hay in our rotation, and
we included grass for 30 years. The contour strips
and hay strips conserve soil. Our son Jered has taken
over the farm and also the conservation practices. He
converted to 100% no-tillage. The no-till enhances

soil conservation and greatly reduces the fuel needed
to make field passes because there’s less drag on the
tractor. It also maintains a higher level of crop residue
on the soil surface, which retains soil moisture and
reduces erosion.

What changes have you observed in your soil
since adopting those practices? I believe the top-
soil depth has improved, especially on the north
farm which we purchased in 1996 (original farm was
1988). The north farm saves and holds water better
and the topsoil is deeper.

Do you speak with other farmers who’ve adopt
ed things like cover cropping, no-till, diversifying
their crop rotations, or rotational grazing? We did

a fair amount of rotational grazing in 2015 when our
son took a more active role, and it helps with the for-
age quality and maintains the stands of grass too. We
consulted other farmers. We have since downsized the
beef cow herd. Our son researched the no-till practices
with neighbors. We are considering cover crops. It will
be especially needed if we move away from hay crops.
In the past, we used winter wheat as an alternative
crop. It works much the same as a fall planted cover
crop. But it provides summer grain and straw while
controlling erosion.

To read John'’s entire interview and learn more
about Groundswell’s soil health initative, visit ground-
swellconservancy.org/focus_on_soil
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ZI-O Years of Conservation at a Glance

We've accomplished so much together  a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship

these past four decades. From our first ~ Program grant in 1993, we've come a
land purchase in 1991 (protecting long way. Here are just a few measures
wetlands at Cherokee Marsh) to of how the tiny seed that was planted
being the first nonprofit approved for ~ back in 1983 has grown.

1 5 gg?éicéigtzr?tﬁmd T stewarding 80 easements

$9.5 million $20 million

in Dane County Conservation Fund in Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
grants leveraged to protect more grants leveraged to protect
than 43 projects more than 72 projects

1 '2 1 1 E(l:;ii E;?'Ftﬁcé?“cejeirlz Valley 5'3 2 1 acres protected and

open to the public

o

approximate acres of wildlife acres protected in
6 ,460 habitat protected the Town of Dunn

approximate acres of
6 p 8 2 3 farmland preserved
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BY THE NUMBERS

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023
Your individual gift makes a big difference!

783 Supporters
534 Acres Protected Forever This Year

Between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023 Groundswell Conservancy raised $1,012,193
for programs and operations and spent $944,443 for programs and operations. In
addition, Groundswell received $1,684,082 in private gifts and public funds to
permanently protect 500 acres of land.

Income for Programs and Operations

Contributions from individuals, businesses, foundations $990,326 87%
Restricted gifts $96,500 8%
Consulting fees, rental income, and other $21,867 2%
Endowment distributions from Madison Community Foundation 3%
Easement Enforcement Endowment $19,880
Operations Endowment $4,601

Bob and Anne Bolz Gift Endowment $8,111
Total Program and Operating income $1,141,285 100%
Total Income for Land Acquisition $1,684,082

Expenses for Programs and Operations

Conservation, Education, and Outreach $664,709 70%
Fundraising $183,949 20%
Management and General $95,785 10%
Total Program and Operating Expenses $944,443 100%

As of June 30, 2023 Groundswell Conservancy had total assets of $10,661,241 and
liabilities of $358,410. Most of our assets are our nature preserves.

The above financial information is unaudited. To view the details of our financial health,
please see our financial reports posted at www.guidestar.org. The 2022-2023 report
should be posted by February 2024. You can also view our federal tax returns at our
website under the tab “ways to give”/ “donate with confidence.”

GROUNDSWELL MISSION

We protect special places forever. We want everyone to
live in a world filled with green places where communi-
ties thrive. We believe that land is essential for people’s

physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. If we don't
m protect undeveloped land now, it may be lost forever.

CONSERVANCY
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THANKS!

12

Ben Lam

THANK YOU for your investment in conservation where you live
Each and every gift, no matter the size, helps protect the land we love, forever. These generous
supporters gave gifts to Groundswell Conservancy between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023.

Thank you for protecting special places, forever.
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Ben Jones

(q¢ Through our years here
in Wisconsin, we have had
the opportunity to share ex-
periences with Groundswell
that have added richness to
our lives. Whether volun-
teering at Patrick Marsh,
assisting with projects to
increase accessibility to
areas or lessen the impact
on protected resources, or
attending social and cul-
tural events, our lives have
been enhanced by these
connections to the land and
our neighbors. This year

we contributed in a differ-
ent way to Groundswell.

Through the donation of

shares of an investment, we

were able to provide finan-
cial support to Ground-
swell’s efforts to protect the

land and our neighbors. )

— Amy and the Rev. Bill
Dunlop



CC1 passionately believe

that a healthy environment
with plenty of natural open
space and fertile farmland
is fundamental to every-
one’s health and happiness.
It is a pleasure to be able to
support an organization
that shares my passion and
skillfully works towards
those goals. Making a
Qualified Charitable Con-
tribution from my IRA is
not only easy, it’s very
satisfying to know that my
resources are placed in

capable hands and being
used for the benefit of

all. ))

— Donna Sereda

If you are over 70.5 years of
age, you can avoid taxes
on transfers from your IRA
with a Qualified Charitable
Distribution to Groundswell.
It's another way to support
conservation where you
live.

$250 - $499 continued

David & Mary Jean Kennedy

Cathy Kestle

Sandy & Meme Kintner®

Michael Klein

Joe Klimczak & Ann Wescott

Christine Klotz

Joyce Knutson

Robert Koehler

Elizabeth & David Koehler

Sue & Tim Koob

Ed Krois & Joan Hayden

Kurt & Ann Krumholz

Tom & Connie Lange

Andrew & Pam Lewis

Saverio & Lori Maglio

Peggy & Duane Marxen

Terrence & Barbara McCormick

John & Sally McGwin

Alton & Meghan Multhauf?

Murphy Desmond S.C.!

Muriel Nagle & Doug Bach

Ed Neumueller

Mary & David Paulson

Connie & Mark Pelton

Barry Perkel & Ellen Rosner

Gail Piersen & Wil Adler

Caleb Pourchot & Heidi Habeger

Pat Pourchot & Jennifer Johnson

Lynn & Rick Rasmussen

Don & Carol Reeder

Ronda Richards & Robert Ley

Jamie Richardson

Ann Ripp

Greg Rosenberg

Ron & Cathy Rotter

Rebecca Sackash

Charlie Sanders & Tina Pacente

Cheryl Schlesser

Marcia Schmidt

Gail & Dan Shea

Kevin Shelley & Sandra Whitney

Thomas Shepherd & Cindy
Holzum

William & Roberta Sonzogni

Lon & Susan Sprecher

Summers Christmas Tree Farm
LLC

Don & Joanna Thompson

Tom & Kim Thoresen

Justin & Grace Trewartha

United Way

Condon & Mary Ann Vander
Ark

Robin Wagner & Lisa Lepeak

Don Waller & Caitlyn Allen’

Wegner CPAs'

Angela West Blank & Steve Blank

Kate Wheeler

Mardelle Wild

Mark B. Williams

Kathleen Woit

Stephen Young
Patricia Zastrow
Jan Zimmermann

$100 - $249

Anonymous (11)

Judy Adler

Richard & Susan Albright

Scott & Becky Allen

AmazonSmile

Barbara J Arnold

Jan Axelson

Ed Baker

Mary Bakken

Aleta & Duane Barmore

Mike & Renee Bashel

Jeff & Lynn Berg’

Mark & Alison Bergum?

Gregory Berkseth

Scott & Dawn Bethke

Philip & Katherine Blake

Darren & Joan Blankenship

David Blume

Linda Bochert

James & Betty Ann Bolitho

Barbara Borns

Joyce Brehm

Michael Bridgeman & Jack
Holzhueter

Joan & William Brock

Kathie Brock

Jodi Bruss-Sherman & Jack
Sherman

James Budde

Carolyn & Brian Butler

Whitt Case

Scarlet Cleveland

Barbara & Ted Cochrane

Gary Coenen

Joyce & Edward Connolly

Dennis & Nancy Connor

Debbie & Gregory Cooke

Paul & Anne-Marie Correll

John Czerepinski & Karen Ruud

Amanda Dambrink & Jonny
Dexter’

James Davis

Bill Delehanty

Greg Delwiche

Ronald Depouw Jr.

Linn & Ann Duesterbeck

Eric & Lettie Eckberg

Jennifer Eikren

Chris Elholm

Mike Engel & Hannah Spaul

Daniel & Jean Engelke

Amy & Miles Epstein

Joanna Fanney & Dale P Fanney

Mike & Doreen Festge

Jon & Tracy Filter®

Philip & Doris Fish

Janet Flynn & Greg Tiedt

JoAnn & Steve Foote

Nancy Forster

Pam Foster Felt & Tim Felt
Roy Franz

Friends Of Cherokee Marsh
FElizabeth & Tom Ganser
Sharon & Warren Gaskill
Gentle Breeze Honey, Inc.
William Gerke

David Gilles & Jane Jung
Robert Gooze

Robert & Linda Graebner
Alexander Greene

Alex Greene®

Tom Gross & Linda Hein
Kristin Groth

Susan Gruber

Jeff Gunderson

Samantha Haas?

Don & Ingrid Hammes
Janet & Wayne Hanson
Sharla Hanson

Drew Hanson & Carrie Carroll®
Susi Haviland

Etta Heizman

Rich & Kathy Henderson
Roberta Herschleb

Stephen & Denise Herzberg
Vicky & David Hestad

Laura Hicklin

Susan & David Hineline
Peter Hoff

Randy & Joann Hoffman
Michael & Laura Holt

Chris & Mary Hughes

Cary Hunkel

John & Marlene Hurst
Linda & Jeff Huttenburg
Mrill Ingram

Barbara Irvin & Bruce Mayer
Steve JandI®

Lesley Johnson & Terry Marshall
Rosemary & Lee Jones

Paul Kaarakka

Fred & Sandy Kamnetz

Peter & Beth Kaseman-Wold?
Claudia Kessel

Linda Keys

Deborah & Jim Kinder
Marjorie King Studios
Douglas Kirk

Kirsten Koegel & Jim O’Keane
Marian Kontek

Anita Krasno & Daniel Hobson
Kim Kreitinger & Eric Preston
Edward Krinsky

John Kuech

Max & Shelley Lagally
William Lane

Jeff Lange & Dolly Marsh
Steve Lary

Don & Michele Last



$250 - $499 continued

Laurie & Paul Lata

Sheila Leary

Rolland Lee

Michael & Linda Leggett

Martha Lemanski?

Lawrence Leroy

Robert Loesch & Jennifer
Deuster-Loesch

Jim Lorman & Anne Forbes

Sheila Lucey-Muehlenbruch?

Lesleigh Luttrell

Max Magee

John Magnuson®

Mary Maher & Eileen Maher

Sarah Marcotte

Sylvia Marek

Janie & Mike Martin

Pamela Mather

David McCabe & Andrea
Gonstead

Mark & Sarah McGuire

Kate & Tom McMahan

Staci Meister

Charles Melvin

Sven Midelfort & Petra Ressler

Gene Mitchell & Janis Arnovich

Jane Mooney & Dan Green

Gregory Motl & Laurel Brooks

Jeanne & Michael Mraz®

Eric Myers

Cheryl Namyst & Steve Konkol®

Henry Nehls-Lowe

John Nelson

Mikkel Nelson

Paul Nelson

William & Virginia Nelson

Janet Neurauter

Larry & Kathy Nix

Mary Lou Nord

Tony & Darlene Nowak

Darlene Olson

Linda Olson

Kathy & Carl Olson

Steven & Nanneth Olson

Pat & Pam O’Malley

Denise & John O’Meara

Janet O’Neill & Harlan Kuehling

Peter Ostlind

Rex Owens’®

Sam & Betsy Parker

Barb & Steve Parrell

Paul Patenaude

William Peaden

Kate Perleberg

Don & Denise Peterson

Harry & Sylvia Peterson

Jim & Carole Peterson

Robin Piper & Kristal Kagy

Michael Rausch & Pam Kling

Joe Rausch

James & Janice Rebne

Jon & Mary Reddin

Stan Rehm

Patrick Remington

Mary Richardson?

Joann Ringelstetter

Craig Roberts & Mark Nofsinger

Mark & Dana Roffers

Andrea Rolich

Robert Rolley

Mike Rupiper

Carroll Schaal

Kim Schappe McBride?

Bonita Schey

Carol Schlatter

Pam Schmid

Sharon Schmid & Jeff Luthanen

Lynn & Thomas Schmidt

Elizabeth & Lawrence Schmitz

Rodee Schneider & Vanessa
Bailey

Linda Schuler & David Liebl

Clare Schulz

Kerry Schumann

Dick & Winnie Severson

Pat & Helen Sheahan

Kathryn Shelley

Dave Siebert & Sarah Dunning

Judy Siegfried

Jeanie & Jerry Sieling

Muriel Simms

Wes Slaymaker & Diana Cohen

Dane County Land & Water
Resources Department

Cynthia Smith

Sandra Smith

Randall & Marilyn Smith’

Emma Sokol

Bob & Lisa Sorge

Mary Spike & Bill Rieder?

Amy Squitieri

Margaret Ellen Steel

Steve Steinhoff

Carol Stirn

Bruce & Carol Stoddard

Lorraine Stoltzfus & Karen
Rahmeier

Antony Stretton

Jeffrey J. Strobel

Stewart & Marylyn Stroup

Nancy Sugden & Robert
Newbery

Vicki & Jerry Swedish

Ed Taylor

Scott Taylor

Stanley Temple

Mark & Daria Thomas

Merrill Lynch

Patty Tipson

Peg & William Unger

Michael Vahldieck & Julie
Horner

Jonathan & Lily Yee Van Dyke

Stephen Ventura & Margaret
Krome

Toby & Nancy Vidlak

Judy Wahr & George Scott

Henryk & Estella Walczyk

Peg & Ron Wallace

Bill Wambach & Debra Simon

Bill Welch & Patti Herman

Amy Wencel®

Alex Wenthe

Geri West

Bill White

Tripp & Nancy Widder

Kate & Matt Wipperman

Arleen Wolek

Margaret Wood

Dwight & Bonnie Ziegler

Larry & Patricia Ziemer

Carol Ziesemer

Matt Zine

Nancy Zucker & Michael Burns

Up to $99

Anonymous (6)

Maurice Adams

Jim & Ann Addis

Ron & Anna Albrecht

Dan Anderson

Norman & Lucie Arendt

Alexandria Baker

Tania Banak

Sue & Ellis Bauman

Patricia Becker

Richard & Katie Beilfuss

Rona Bergum

Best Buy - Employee Matching

Oscar & Norma Bjugstad

Mardell Blaschka

Matt Blessing & Susan Maloney

Nancy Bogue

Margaret Bomber

Paul Boutwell & Berdell Nielsen

Jeff & Freya Bowen

Leroy & Glennda Brandt

Ed Brick

Sue & William Bridson

Stefanie Brouwer

Laura Brown & Mark Shahan

Edwin E. & Janet L. Bryant
Foundation, Inc.

William & Lynne Buckingham

Emigh & Scott Cannaday

Mary Caulfield

Timothy Champion & Georgina
Dennik-Champion

Robin Chapman & Will Zarwell

Joe & Kathy Chase

"Event Sponsor ?Prairie Partners Sponsor *Monthly Sustainer “Part or all of gift is to help uphold our conservation
easements °Part or all of gift for land acquisitions. Names in bold are donors who have given for 20+ consecutive years.

€€ We contribute to this
great organization annually
using a donor-advised fund
(DAF) set up many years
ago with Fidelity Invest-
ments. This entity is avail-
able from many investment
companies and is incredibly
tax efficient. Easy to set up,
we donate appreciated
stocks and mutual funds to
it and get an immediate tax
benefit. It’s then invested
for the long term as one
chooses, and compounded
over time, used to support

the organizations we want.

[ estimated once that our
support of Groundswell is
TRIPLE what we could
have done otherwise,
thanks to the DAF! And it
goes to support Ground-
swell who is doing more
than any other entity for
the environment and
protecting valuable lands in
this special region we call

home. )

— Gary Schwager and
Gabrielle Banick
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Up to $99 continued

Marc & Jenny Chipault

Audrey Chowdhury

Laura Ciletti

Brian Cleary

Dan Collins & Nancy Aten

Annette & John Condron

Nancy Corcoran

Louis Cornelius & Priscilla
Boroniec

Pamela Crapp

Mitch & Sandie Custer

Lindsay Wood Davis & Amanda
Killham Davis

Tanner Davis

Curtis & Nancy De Golier

Sue Deakman

Jesse DeAngelis

Martine Delannay

Sharon Deminsky

Glenda Denniston

Marilyn DeWitt

Lynne & Bob Diebel

Judi Dilks & Rex Merrill

Carole & Dan Doeppers

Jan Dorner

Althea & Bryan Dotzour

Maddie & Aaron Dumas

Wendy Dunagan

Tad Dunn

Mary Durant

Vaughn Ehrhardt

Alisa Eland-Smithburg &
Matthew Kenneth Gay

Jim Ely

Carol Endres

M]J Engel

Kathleen Engel-Hunt

EnRich Financial Partners LLC

Cory & Karen Erickson

John Evenson

Mary Farmiloe

Frank Feit & Christine Fleming

Doug Fendry

Amy Ferkey

Marjorie Fizzell

Jennifer Fluharty

Erin Foy

Susan Frank

Rebekah Franklin

Kristofer Frederick

Beverly & Harlan Freitag

Steve & Diane Galarneau

Anna Garner-Strickon

Marietta Geist

Clifford Germain

Jerry & Pam Gerstl

Anna Goebel’

Bruce & Vicky Goplen

Katie & Alan Green

Kimberly & Zoltan Gulyas

Annie Haas

Danna Hamlett

Rebecca Hanna

Alex Hanson

Lewis Harned

Larry Hartzke

Ann Heaslett

Anne M. Helsley-Marchbanks

Marty Henert

Pat & Patricia Hermsen

Jacki & John Hershberger

John Heywood

Tamara Hill

Sarah Hole

Linda & Dan Hopfensperger

Tom Howe

Marirose & John Huebscher

Tom & Nancy Hunt

Bruce Hutler

Bob & Molly Jahn

Carolyn Janto

Sharon Johnson

William Karls & Ann Levihn

Edwina Kavanaugh

George & Teri Keeler

Kathleen Kelly

Brian Kersten & Julie
Tans-Kersten

Sally Keyel

Trent Knuteson

Mary Kohl

Kim Kohler & Joseph Gruber

Virginia Kominiak

Ed & Deborah Kramper

Sara Krauskopf

Gary & Laura Krogstad

Elise Krug

Jennifer & Jim Krzak

Tracy Kuczenski®

Nathan Laitinen

Anita & Mark Langer

Logan Langley

Ed Lauzon

Amy Lee

Stuart Levitan & Terese Berceau

Chad Lewis & Nisa Giaquinto

Sharon Long

Dennis Lucey

Karen Lundquist

Emily Lupton Metrish

Tim Luttrell

Ellen Magee

Lara Mainella

Ray & Tracie Mandli

James & Betty Manson

Daniel & Lauren Martin

Hannah Martin

Kathy Martinoff

Tekoni Maughan

Elizabeth Mayer

Angie McConkey

Jill & Mike McDermott

Meghan Mecker

Dennis Meiller

Adam Mertz

Michael D. Meton

John & Nancy Meyers

Pamela Miller

Linda Mittnacht

Patrick Mommaerts

Rachel Mooney

Joanne Morey

Barbara & Charles Morkri

Joyce Morrison

Mary Mullen

Frank & Helen Myers

Thomas & Joan Nelson

Paul Nesson

Network for Good

Ted & Christy Nierzwicki

Paul & Barb Noeldner

Jan Norsetter & Jon Sutcliffe

Jim O’Brien

John K. O’Connell

Mark Oglesbay

Ian Olson?®

Dave & Lavonne O’Malley

Kathy Otterson

Bob Palmer

Ruth Paulson

Paypal Giving

Emma Pelton & Mike Stocking

Marcia Penner

Susan & Mike Perino

Dan & Judy Peterson

R. Waldo Peterson

Patricia Prime

Amy Purvis Thurow

Yolibeth Rangel®

Ricki Ravitts

Richard & Mary Ann Reale

Sheryl Reda

Jim Reichling

Porter Reim

Cliff Reithel

Rebecca Ressl & Daniel Volk

Rebecca Ricketts

Deborah Rohde & Barbara
Constans

Rooted W1, Inc.

Kelda Roys & Dan Reed?

Veronica Rueckert & Benson
Gardner

Abbey Ruyle

Abbey Sabatino

David Sample

Monica Sauter & Peter Harnish

Paul & Bonnie Schmidt

Florence E. Schmitt

Marshall Schoenthal

Sharon & James Schwarz

Sharon Seagren

Barbara Seffrood

John Sheski

Bonnie Shucha

Shirley Smith & Terry Shelton

Jussi Snellman

Susan Spencer

Judith Stang

Sandra Stark

Jeane Stites

Ralph & Melba Stockhausen

Stephen Stricker

Barbara & Dale Stuber

Micaela Sullivan-Fowler

Nancy & Thomas Sundal

Howard Sweet

Jane Sybers

Rayla Temin

Anita Temple

Jonathan Thom

Christine Thomas

Randy Thomas

Hillary Thompson

Tom Thrun

Brian Towns

John Tweddale

James Van Deurzen

Maureen Van Dinter

Paul Van Ginkel

Barbra Van Rossum

Michael Van Sicklen

Denise Vine

Russell Vogel

Gary & Nancy Walden

Benita Walker & Joe Senulis

Rachel Walts

Barry Wanner

Peter R. Weiler

Keith & Karen Weiss

Becky Weum

Steve Whayland

Lyn & Lyman Wible

Greg & Carrie Wiegand?

Wild Ones Natural Landscapers
Lid

Brooke Williams & Brendan
Gorman’®

Scott & Amy Wisner

Amy Yocum

Ben Young

YourCause

Larry Zanoni & Cathy Cram

"Event Sponsor *Prairie Partners Sponsor *Monthly Sustainer “Part or all of gift is to help uphold our conservation easements °Part or all of gift for land acquisitions.
Names in bold are donors who have given for 20+ consecutive years.



THANK YOU Volunteers

We are deeply grateful to the dedicated volunteers who devote many hours to serve on our board and

committees, help with field trips, assist in the office, manage the lands, and more.

Ron Albrecht

Scott & Becky Allen
Johanna Allex

Julie Andersen

Patricia Arndorfer

Jan Axelson

Vanessa Bailey

Nathan Bethke

Mary Binkley & Dennis Petzke
Steve Blank

Mary & Lance Boettcher
Nicholas Bower

Vince Brandl

Jim Bredeson

Melissa Breyer

Anne Brindley

Mike Carlson

Presley Chang

Joe Chase

Jane Clark

Sherren Clark

Thomas Connolly

Kevin Dewan

Marcia Doll

Meg Domroese

Dineo Dowd

Bill Dunlop

Vicki Elkin

Danny Frederickson
Sharon & Warren Gaskill

Interested in volunteering with Groundswell? Visit groundswellconservancy.org/get-involved

Lisa Gaumnitz
Justin Gleicher
Mark Gnabasik
Gary Goodman
Amy Gribb

Sarah Grimes
Nancy Habeger
Cindy Hansen
Lynn E. Hanson
Cate Harrington
Larry Hartzke
Karl Heil

Roberta Herschleb
Linda Hopfensperger
Tom & Nancy Hunt
John Hutchinson
Ben Jones

Marilyn Ketterer
Sandy Kintner
Ben Kollenbroich
Steve Konkol
Tom Krauskopf
Peg Krecker

Jim Krzak

Joseph Lasee
Renee Lauber

Pat Leavenworth
PJ Liesch

Maggie Loesch
Rex Loker

or give us a call at (608) 258-9797.

David Lonsdorf
Ka Lor

Helen Malzacher
Doug Marshall
Nancy McGill
Devin Mcknight
Jocelyn Milner
Matt Norton
Adam Novey
Tim O’Brien
Dawn Parks
Caleb Pourchot
QOdin Pourchot
Mario Quintana
Cory Rich

Greg Rosenberg
Pat & Pete Sammataro
Don & Carole Schmidt
Don Selden

Joe Seltzner
Caitlin Shanahan
Kevin Shelley
Kelsey Shepperd
Todd Shucha
Alex Singer
Karen Smyth
Sam Soper

Jack Sorenson
Henry Statz
Lydia Statz

Theran Stautz

Becky Steinhoff
Valerie Stromquist
Bill Sullivan

Dennis Tande

Anita Temple

Mark & Daria Thomas
Jonathan & Lily Yee Van Dyke
Gail Van Haren
William Van Haren
See Vang

Wendy Vredenburgh
Robyn Weis

Jim Welsh

Pat Wende

Paul Weum

Peg Whiteside

Si Widstrand

Greg Wiegand

Lynda & Dick Wright
Cho Xiong

Kong Xiong

Nhia Shoua Xiong
Barri Yang
Telesherplia Yang
Wilson Yang

Yang Yang

Sharon Zindars
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Memorials & Honorariums
Honorariums

In honor of Jo Ann Bitzer
Bittzer Family Legacy Fund

In honor of BJ Byers
Marc & Jenny Chipault

In honor of Ron & Sheila Endres
Lee Grubb

In honor of Ron Endres
William & Virginia Nelson

In honor of Mike Foy
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys

In honor of Lynn Freeman
Jane Sybers

In honor of Phil Gaebler
Wild Ones Natural Landscapers
Led

In honor of Nancy Heiden
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys

In honor of HMoob Elders

Anonymous

In honor of Tom & Margie
Krauskopf

Sara Krauskopf

Rachel Walts

In honor of Kyle Moen

Anonymous

In honor of Jackson Nesbit
Kathy & Carl Olson

In honor of Janet Pray O Connor
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys

In honor of The Prehn Family
Tom Cottington

In honor of Patricia Stocking
Kate & Tom McMahan

In honor of Stewart & Marilyn
Stroup

Stinson Stroup

In honor of Delilah & Evelyn

Stumpf
Sharon Schmid & Jeff Luthanen

In honor of Tom Thurow
Amy Purvis Thurow

In honor of Robert Washington
Tom Cottington

In honor of Jim Welsh
Anonymous

Herbert Ley

Mary & Jerry Schwoch
Steve Whayland

In honor of Angela West Blank
Caleb Pourchot & Heidi Habeger

In honor of Sally Wiegand
Greg & Carrie Wiegand

In honor of Tracy Wiklund & Jack
Sorenson
Emma Sokol

In honor of Stephanie & Joe Wright
Lynda & Dick Wright

Memorials
In memory of Letty Acker
Jim Acker

In memory of Clarence De Bauche
William & Virginia Nelson

In memory of Wally & Vera Bauman
Jill & Mike McDermott

In memory of Zachary Clark
Jane Clark & Trace Soper

In memory of Peter Fissel
Carole & Dan Doeppers

In memory of Henry & Helen Gerke
& Julie Ann Grundahl
William Gerke

In memory of Abe Habeger
Terry & Nancy Habeger

In memory of Barb Jung
Anonymous
Kim Kohler & Joseph Gruber

In memory of Kathy Kirk

Lawrence Leroy

In memory of Maria & Richard Koos
Mary Anne Koos & Will Abberger

In memory of Margaret Lalor
Kathleen Curran

In memory of Paul Levibn
William Karls & Ann Levihn

In memory of George Lucey
JoAnn & Steve Foote
Dennis Lucey

In memory of Michael May
Mike Foy & Carrie Morgan

In memory of Richard Mortensen
Laura Hicklin
Dane County Land & Water

Resources Department

In memory of Dolores & Don
Neurauter
Janet Neurauter

In memory of Lynette Owens
Rex Owens

In memory of Ron Paska
Pat Paska

In memory of Mr. Sandy Quayle
Richard & Susan Albright

In memory of John Rausch
Joe Rausch

In memory of John Reindl
Sylvia Adrian

In memory of Rudy & Bertha Schae-
fer & Leo & Caroline Davis
Phyllis Davis

In memory of Roger Schlesser

Edwin E. & Janet L. Bryant Foun-
dation, Inc.

Carol Endres

Cory & Karen Erickson

Susan Frank

Bruce & Vicky Goplen

Rebecca Hanna

Staci Meister

Barbara & Charles Morkri

Joanne Morey

Ruth Paulson

Margaret Ellen Steel

Carol Stirn

Barbara & Dale Stuber

Cheryl Wille-Schlesser

In memory of The Schubert Family
James McCarthy

In memory of Ann Semmann

Jim & Ann Addis

Daniel Fields & Jeanne Behrend

Linda Bochert

Laura Ciletti

Curtis & Nancy De Golier

Jennifer Fluharty

Marty Henert

Gary & Laura Krogstad

Elise Krug

Elizabeth Mayer

Natural Resources Foundation of
WI, Inc

Susan & Mike Perino

Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer

Ron Semmann

Lorette Wambach

In memory of James Skibo

Anonymous

In memory of Deborah Stonehocker
Anonymous

In memory of John Sullivan
Boyden Financial, Inc

In memory of Arlene Thomas
Randy Thomas

In memory of Mary Tucker
Jamie Richardson

In memory of John Van Dinter
Maureen Van Dinter

In memory of Ken Wagner

Anonymous

In memory of Bill Wambach
Joe & Kathy Chase

In memory of Karl & Alberta Wild
Mardelle Wild

In memory of Tonya Ziegler
Joann Ringelstetter

In Kind Contributions

Atmosphere Commercial Interiors

Mary Binkley

City of Sun Prairie

Conscious Carnivore

Drumlin Ridge Winery

Ron Endres

Fontana Sports Specialties

Judy Fossen

Kountry Kutter LLC

Katherine Larson

Madison College

Ginny Nelson

Origin Breads

PerBlue

Quad Capital Partners

Pat and Pete Sammataro

Alex Singer

Sitka Salmon

Aber Thao

Wisconsin Academy of Sciences,
Arts & Letters

Gifts or Partial Gifts of Land or
Easements
Four Oaks Farm LLC

Government Grants for Land or
Easements

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Fund

North American Wetlands
Conservation Act

Town of Dunn

USDA Natural Resources

Conservation Service

In preparing this report, we tried
to ensure that it was accurate and
complete. If we made an error

or omission, please accept our
apologies and contact Liz Pelton at
608-258-9797 or liz@ground-
swellconservancy.org so we can

correct our records.



Your Legacy, Next Generation’s Future

When it comes to conservation, legacy gifts make

a world of difference. Richard McCoy’s thoughtful
planning has done just that. Dick passed away last
July, but his support of conservation continues.
Lisé Gessert, Dick’s
niece and trustee

of his estate, shared
this story about his
legacy gifts: “Dick
was a philanthropist
at heart and hoped
to instill that in

his 14 nieces and
nephews by leaving
us a small portion
of his estate to contribute to charitable organiza-
tions that mattered to each of us.” Back in 2019,
Dick shared with us his “planting the seeds” plan.
His plan was to encourage philanthropy in the
thinking and planning of his nieces and nephews.
He wanted them to help him make gifts when he
was no longer able to, and he had full confidence
in the choices they would make. His hope was that,
over time, they would add to the balance in the gift
accounts hed left them, so that they could contin-
ue to give more in the future.

Groundswell was the beneficiary of two gifts
from the funds Dick established. These gifts helped
us hire Mitch Silva as an LTE Land Management
Specialist. Mitch was a graduate of Operation Fresh
Start’s Conservation Academy and gained valuable
hands-on land stewardship experience (read more
about Mitch on page 6). These gifts also supported
the Lifting Hearts Therapy Garden at Westport
Farm, a special place that Dick supported in the
past. Lastly, these gifts will help fund our easement
enforcement endowment at Madison Community
Foundation.

Groundswell recognizes people who have
included us in their will or estate plans as Legacy
Circle members. To learn about your options for
adding Groundswell to your estate plans, including
bequests, IRA or life insurance designations, and

more, visit groundswellconservancy.org/legacy or
contact Heidi Habeger at (608) 258-9797 or

heidi@groundswellconservancy.org.

Mario Quintana

LEGACY

GIRCLE

b s aa W o i

MEMBERS
Anonymous (9) Greg & Jane Hyer
Johanna Allex Sue Jones
Peggy Anderson Douglas & Marjorie King
Peter & Kristin Antonie Elizabeth & David Koehler
Patricia Arndorfer Thomas & Margie Krauskopf
Norm & Carol Aulabaugh Beth Kubly
Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Joan & Darren Blankenship Nancy McGill

David Boutwell

Jodi Bruss-Sherman & Jack
Sherman

Dana & Pat Chabot

Tom Cottington

Phyllis Davis

Mike Denruiter

Lloyd Eagan

Daniel Eckberg

Joanna Fanney

Daniel Fields

Mike Foy & Carrie Morgan

Maggie Freespirit

Warren Gaskill

Frank Grenzow

Karl Gutknecht & Susan Hunt

Don Hammes

Larry Hartzke

Julie Hayward

Pam & Craig Heilman

Susan & Les Hoffman

Stefanie Moritz & Vince Jenkins
Janet Neurauter
Jim & Rumi O’Brien
Evan & Jane Pizer
John & Dorothy Priske
Cary & Scott Reich
Glenn Reinl & Sara Krebsbach
Robert & Nancy Rudd
Pat & Pete Sammataro
Kim Schappe McBride
Mary & Jerry Schwoch
Muriel Simms
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Annual Report designed by Jeff Weyer

Groundswell Conservancy strives to use equitable language in our written communications. If you have feedback about

how we can improve, please contact Liz at liz@groundswellconservancy.org.

Places Worth Knowing

Join us for a Groundswell event! Space is limited, so be sure to register at groundswellconservancy.org/events soon.

Ben Jones

Thank You Party

Thursday, January 25, 2024

5:00 — 7:00 pm

Lussier Family Heritage Center

3101 Lake Farm Road, Madison

Come celebrate all the special places you protected

this year! We want to show our appreciation for your
dedicated support of conservation where you live. Enjoy
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments with a short program at
6:00 pm. You could win a local door prize! RSVP online
at groundswellconservancy.org/2024thankyouparty or

call (608) 258-9797.

Heidi Habeger

Patrick Marsh Bonfire & Candlelit Hike
Saturday, January 27, 2024

5:30 — 7:30 pm

Join your friends and neighbors for an easy 1.5-mile
candlelight hike from Patrick Marsh Middle School into
Patrick Marsh Wildlife Area. A warm bonfire and smores
await you at the end of the trek. Check our website for
more exciting details closer to the date.
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