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2019–2020 ANNUAL REPORT 

Marsh Madness!

OUR ANNUAL REPORT CHRONICLES THE MANY RESULTS OF YOUR SUPPORT in the last year. Thanks to 
you, valuable land was permanently protected. Beautiful wildlife habitat was restored. And more people 
gained access to land. All this good news is for our fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. 

My personal highlight of the year was Marsh Madness. It is a kids-teaching-kids spectacular that 
takes place every fall at Sun Prairie’s Patrick Marsh. You cannot top Marsh Madness for the level of 
energy and enthusiasm it generates. Vince Brandl, a seventh-grade teacher at neighboring Patrick Marsh 
Middle School led the charge. Middle-school students created outdoor learning stations for younger 
students from four local elementary schools. The elementary school students made art out of natural 
materials, learned how prairie soils prevent erosion, explored the inside of a bee hive, watched a saw mill 
in operation, and more. 

Groundswell and our partners have set the stage for Marsh Madness by preserving and managing the 
prairie and savanna habitat and taking care of the trail system, signs, and parking lots at Patrick Marsh. It 
is an intriguing and inviting place for the community to explore nature and enjoy being outside. 

Marsh Madness couldn’t be held this fall due to the pandemic. But let’s hope it comes roaring back 
next fall. It is a perfect way to foster the conservation heroes of the future.

As you read our Annual Report, I hope you will be inspired by all the great things you helped ac-
complish this year.  – Jim Welsh, Executive Director
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The 258 acres of land 
and water you helped 
protect this year are 
hard-working. They make 
our communities more 
resilient to flooding. They 
give farmers confidence to 
invest in their soil knowing 
it will not be developed. 
They provide wildlife with 
more places to thrive. And 
they give everyone more 
nature places to enjoy. 

GROUNDSWELL HAS BEEN WORKING with land-
owners to protect more than 1,000 acres of land in 
the Black Earth Creek valley between Middleton 
and Mazomanie for almost 20 years. This year, we 
added another five acres of land to the beautiful 
conservation landscape. This property is adjacent to 
state-owned land on the east side of Cross Plains. 
It is part of the DNR’s Black Earth Creek Fishery 
Area and Dane County’s Black Earth Creek Nat-
ural Resource Area. Best of all, this acquisition 
prevents  development of the property. A 2003 
University of Wisconsin study found that water 
quality in the creek goes down as more pavement 
and rooftops are built in the valley.

THANKS TO THE CONSERVATION VISION of Oscar and Norma Bjugstad we placed a 
conservation easement on 106 acres of high-quality farmland on the southeast side of 
Evansville Wildlife Area in Rock County. The easement permanently prevents develop-
ment of the property. It keeps it available for farming and open to the public for hunting 
at the adjacent wildlife area. As Oscar and Norma put it, “We believe in preserving the 
farmland for future generations!” That sentiment runs in the family. Their son Brian 
already protected his adjacent farm with a permanent conservation easement. 

Brian, Norma
and Oscar Bjugstad
and Jim Welsh
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AS WE LEARN MORE and more every day, every single piece of wetland we have left is worth pro-
tecting — the health of Madison’s chain of lakes and other waterbodies depends on our wetlands. 
We purchased two important pieces of wetland this year. On Six-Mile Creek on the northwest 
side of Waunakee, we acquired 84 acres of wetland and a beautiful stretch of the creek. Six-Mile 
Creek flows south of Waunakee into Lake Mendota. The creek’s wetlands play a vital role keeping 
the water clean and reducing flooding. The O’Malley family worked patiently with us for four 
years to protect the land which had been part of their farm for three generations. 

MCFARLAND LANDOWNERS Ken and Eileen Brost sold us 63 acres (mostly wet-
land) that they have loved for years.  Like the other landowners we worked with 
this year, their commitment to conservation has created a lasting legacy. The 
property is adjacent to Lower Mud Lake State Fishery Area east of Hwy. 51. It 
helps fill in the project boundary for Dane County’s Lower Mud Lake Natural 
Resource Area. Groundswell will manage the property like the adjacent state 
land, providing public access and protecting habitat for ducks and other wildlife.

O’Malley family 
members Pam and 
Pat O’Malley, and Dave 
O’Malley (not pictured 
are Lavonne O’Malley, 
and Maureen O’Malley 
and Ken Lemmer)
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Funding to permanently protect these great places came from Groundswell 
supporters like the estate of Marie Fraser, landowner donations, the Rock River 
Valley Chapter of Pheasants Forever, Southern Wisconsin Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, Dane County Conservation 
Fund, Town of Dunn, US Department of Agriculture, North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, and the Village of Waunakee. 

The conservation of cherished places doesn’t happen by accident. It happens thanks 
to the vision and dedication of landowners, partners, communities, and individuals. 
Thank you for making these community successes possible.

MADISON AUDUBON SOCIETY



4

C
A

R
IN

G
 FO

R
 SP

EC
IA

L P
LA

C
ES

SOME OF OUR BIGGEST NEWS is that we 
secured another grant through the John C. 
Bock Foundation to restore more wildlife 
habitat at Patrick Marsh. The funds will be 
used to improve the oak savanna around the 
kettle pond on the west side of the marsh. 
Our long term goal is to create a seamless 
transition from prairie to oak savanna at 
Patrick Marsh. To do this, we are removing 
invasive trees and shrubs like honeysuckle, 
buckthorn, and boxelder that stand in the 
way.

Speaking of restoration, our monthly 
volunteers have been collecting more prairie 
seed and cutting more brush.  Our oak sa-
vanna habitat around the kettle pond is really 
starting to open up. The oaks are now able 
to stretch out their limbs. All of the seed that 
our volunteers have collected will be planted 
in the area restored with the John C. Bock 
Foundation grant. Patrick Marsh is a much 
better place because of our volunteers!

Our Conservationist BJ Byers has created 
a new monthly email that is growing in pop-
ularity. The emails are based on “phenology” 
or nature’s calendar. Each month, BJ writes 
about some of the plants, insects, or wildlife 
that you might encounter during the month. 
Most of his photos are taken at Patrick Marsh 
and Westport Prairie. The next time you read 
his phenology email, head out into nature 
and see if you can also find what he discov-
ers, like the oddly-beautiful cecropia moth 
caterpillar BJ found at Patrick Marsh. To sign 
up to receive these monthly emails, send an 
email to liz@groundswellwisconsin.org.

What’s new at Patrick Marsh?

EACH YEAR, GROUNDSWELL inspects the places we’ve 
helped protect. This includes 80 properties where 
the landowner has agreed to protect the land from 
incompatible land uses. This agreement is called a 
conservation easement. Our annual visit helps make 
sure our agreement is upheld. It’s also a chance for us 
to reconnect with landowners.

Vern and Vicki Treinen protected their farm in 
the Village of Windsor ten years ago this fall. They 
were concerned that their farm was a prime location 
for development. Vern’s grandfather taught him the 
importance of farmland. “When the opportunity 
came available to protect our property, it was a no 
brainer,” said Vern. “It’s what my grandpa would’ve 
wanted, and it’s what I wanted.” The Treinen farm 
will remain farmland forever. 

Thank you to the landowners who protect their 
land and share their stories. Their dedication to con-
servation protects special places forever.

Lasting Legacies: Ten 
years of Land Protection 
in the Village of Windsor
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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC forced the closure of 
farmer’s markets around Madison this spring. Some 
growers not proficient in technology or whose 
primary language isn’t English were left behind 
when markets moved on-line. Groundswell helped 
by organizing a market on the east side of Madison. 
Hmong growers sold produce at our market in a 
safe, socially-distanced setting directly to residents of 
Linden Cohousing and the local neighborhood.

THE WOLF RUN TRAIL connects Mazomanie with 
Wisconsin Heights School. Sections of the bike/
hike trail were seriously damaged in the August 
2018 flooding along Black Earth Creek. This 
summer the Wolf Run Association finished the 
installation of a culvert that will keep the trail 
high and dry when the next flood comes. 
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TEENAGERS in Neighborhood Food Solutions’ summer program got their 
hands in the dirt growing vegetables at our Pasley’s Swan Creek Farm in 
Fitchburg. Under the guidance of farmer Robert Pierce, the crew worked 
in the new raised vegetable beds. The beds are made with compost that 
improves the health of the soil.

BEN JONES PHOTOGRPAHY
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LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBERS

Anonymous (6)
Johanna Allex
Peggy Anderson
Patricia Arndorfer
Norm & Carol Aulabaugh
Mike & June Bauman 
  Denruiter
Jodi Bruss-Sherman 
  & Jack Sherman
Dana & Pat Chabot
Tom Cottington
Lloyd Eagan
Joanna Fanney 
Daniel Fields 

Don Hammes
Larry Hartzke
Julie Hayward
Pam & Craig Heilman
Sue Jones
Douglas & Marjorie King
Beth Kubly
Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Nancy McGill
Stefanie Moritz 
  & Vince Jenkins
Janet Neurauter
Jim & Rumi O’Brien
Evan & Jane Pizer

AS A LEGACY CIRCLE MEMBER, you are crucial to preserving our irreplaceable 
lands for the future. To learn about your options for adding Groundswell to 
your estate plans, including bequests, IRA or life insurance designations, and 
more, visit groundswellwisconsin.org/legacy or contact Heidi Habeger at (608) 
258-9797 or heidi@groundswellwisconsin.org.

Your Legacy, Next Generation’s Future
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John & Dorothy Priske
Cary & Scott Reich
Sheryl Renslo
Robert & Nancy Rudd
Pat & Pete Sammataro
Kim Schappe McBride
Nicole & Paul Staskowski
Anita Temple
Mary Trewartha
Jim Welsh
Pat Wende
Carla Wright

Give back to 
the land… and 
your gift will be 
TRIPLED

AS YOU THINK ABOUT 
YEAR-END GIVING, please 
consider a gift to Ground-
swell. An anonymous 
donor will TRIPLE your 
gift if you give by Decem-
ber 31st. That means if 
you give $50, a matching 
donor will give $100 for 
a combined gift of $150. 
Donate $100 and your 
gift becomes $300! Con-
servation doesn’t happen 
by accident. You make 
it possible to protect the 
land, make conserved land 
accessible to the communi-
ty, and preserve our area’s 
natural beauty. Give online 
at groundswellwisconsin.
org/donate or visit ground-
swellwisconsin.org/ways-
togive for more options. 
Checks should be mailed 
to Groundswell, 303 S. Pa-
terson St Suite 6, Madison, 
WI 53703. 

BRITTANY  FISCHER
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MARY BINKLEY, BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Growing up in Wisconsin, my daily ac-
tivities as a child included looking for snakes, bugs, wildflowers and rocks. Fields, 
forests, and the Wisconsin River were close by and I enjoyed it all. Excitement was 
a red-backed salamander, green snake, hepaticas in spring, or an interesting rock. 
During college, I declared majors in Occupational Therapy, Music, Education, 
Biology, Art, and finally Botany. After discovering that a naturalist is poorly paid, 
I pursued a career in real estate. I love the natural world and believe in preserving 
special places. That is why I support and volunteer with Groundswell. I am fortu-
nate to live on land protected with a conservation easement held by Groundswell. 
Recently retired, my time is spent working on the land, creating pottery, walking, 
paddling, and gardening. 

LIZ PELTON, DEVELOPMENT AND OUTREACH COORDINATOR. As our new Develop-
ment and Outreach Coordinator hired in August, I grow relationships with sup-
porters who make our conservation work possible. While the pandemic prevents 
me from meeting supporters in person, I’m making connections with notes, calls, 
emails, and social media. I love hearing donors’ stories — why they give, which 
places are special to them, and how they connect with nature. 

I grew up in Waunakee playing in Six Mile Creek and camping and hiking 
at state parks around Wisconsin. After earning a B.A. degree in English from the 
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities, I worked as a medical editor in pharmaceu-
tical research. In 2015, I moved to the nonprofit sector and worked in fundrais-
ing at the International Crane Foundation. I wrote grants for their conservation 
programs in North America, mainly focused on Whooping Crane reintroduction 
and protection.

My husband Sam and I love exploring Madison by bike and going on adven-
tures with our rescue dog Ramona. I also enjoy reading, writing, cooking, yoga, and 
hiking. Fun fact: Sometimes beagles get tired on hikes and need a helping hand.

YIMMUAJ YANG, COMMUNITY DIRECTOR. Although she is a new Groundswell staff 
member as of this October, we have been lucky to work with Yimmuaj for several 
years as we secure land for immigrant farmers and farmers of color.   

In Yimmuaj’s words: “Do you love food? Me too! I grew up growing all sorts 
of vegetables with my parents; almost anything you can think of that grows well 
in South Central Wisconsin. Food is a basic human right but not everyone has 
the same access to food. I’ve spent a decade of my professional life advocating and 
fighting for equitable access to food, land, services, and resources for the com-
munity of colors. I believe in community-based approaches to resolving conflicts, 
issues, and barriers. It’s important for me to build relationships with honesty, 
integrity, and trust. I hope to continue to make further progress at Groundswell.”

Please welcome to Groundswell
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BY THE NUMBERS

July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
Your individual gift makes a big difference!

763 Supporters
258 Acres Protected Forever
$1,486,000 Value of Land Permanently Protected

Between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020 Groundswell Conservancy received 
$601,042 for programs and operations and spent $557,390 for programs and 
operations. In addition, Groundswell received $1,168,352 in private gifts and 
public funds from Rock River Valley Chapter of Pheasants Forever, Southern 
Wisconsin Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, 
Dane County Conservation Fund, Town of Dunn, US Department of Agriculture, 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act, and the Village of Waunakee to 
permanently protect 258 acres of land.  

Income for Programs and Operations
Contributions from individuals $449,290  75%
Restricted gifts $52,759  9%
Consulting fees, rental income, and other $60,541  10%
Endowment distributions from Madison 
 Community Foundation  5%
    Easement Enforcement Endowment $11,807
    Operations Endowment $4,262 
    Bob and Anne Bolz Gift Endowment $7,383 
Investment Fund distribution $15,000 2% 

Total Program and Operating income $601,042 100%

Total Income for Land Acquisition $1,168,352   
 
Expenses for Programs and Operations    
Conservation, Education, and Outreach 400,095 72%
Fundraising $96,218  17%
Management and General $61,077 11% 

Total Program and Operating Expenses $557,390 100%

As of June 30, 2020 Groundswell Conservancy had total assets of $8,670,399 
and liabilities of $173,618. Most of our assets are our nature preserves.  
 
To view the details of our financial health, please see our financial reports 
posted at www.guidestar.org. The 2019-2020 report should be posted by Febru-
ary 2021. You can also view our federal tax returns at our website under the tab 
“ways to give”/ “donate with confidence”.

BOARD AND STAFF 

PRESIDENT 
Greg Hyer, Cross Plains

VICE PRESIDENT
Matt Frank, Middleton

TREASURER
Tom Krauskopf, Madison

SECRETARY 
Patricia Leavenworth, 
Mount Horeb

DIRECTORS
Mary Binkley, Madison
Curt Bjurlin, Madison
Carrie Breunig, Madison
Anne Brindley, Monona
Vicki Elkin, Madison 
Cameron Field, Madison
Glenn Reinl, Madison 
Veronica Rueckert, Madison
Tracy Wiklund, McFarland

PAST PRESIDENTS
Johanna J. Allex
Norman C. Anderson
John B. Hutchinson
William G. Lunney
Jean D. Meanwell
Kathy F. Pielsticker 
Michael A. Slavney
William Van Haren
Jediah White
Mark B. Williams
Carla Wright

CONSERVATIONIST 
BJ Byers

COMMUNITY CONSERVATIONIST 
Tony Abate

COMMUNITY DIRECTOR
Yimmuaj Yang

DEVELOPMENT AND 
OUTREACH COORDINATOR
Liz Pelton

DIRECTOR OF MAJOR 
& PLANNED GIFTS
Heidi Habeger 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jim Welsh 

 We protect special places forever. We want everyone 
to live in a world filled with green places where 
communities thrive. We believe that land is essential 
for people’s physical, emotional, and spiritual 
wellness.  If we don’t protect undeveloped land now, 
it may be lost forever.
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Thank you for your investment in conservation where you live
Each and every gift, no matter the size, helps protect the land we love, forever. These generous supporters gave gifts 
to Groundswell Conservancy between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020. Thank you for protecting special places, forever.

$20,000 & Above
Anonymous
Marie Fraser Estate

$10,000-$19,999
Bitzer Family Legacy Fund
Black Hawk Ridge Trail Run
James E. Dutton Foundation
Glenn Reinl & Sara Krebsbach
Lake Ripley Management District5

Phoebe R. & John D. Lewis   
 Foundation
William Van Haren

$5,000-$9,999
Oscar & Norma Bjugstad4

John C. Bock Foundation
Doug & Sherry Caves2

Jean & Walter Meanwell
Jim & Rumi O’Brien2

Jim Trumpy
Pat Wende
Gary Werner & Melanie Lord
Susan Young Hoffman 
 & Les Hoffman2

$2,000-$4,999
Alliant Energy Foundation
Anonymous (2)
Ann & Craig Aswegan
Marvin Beatty
Sandy Bennett
Mary Binkley & Dennis Petzke1,2

David Boutwell2

Nancy & Lou Bruch2

Nancy & Wes Carter2

Sherren Clark
EarthShare Wisconsin
Dan & Natalie Erdman
Matt & Kay Frank
Julie Hayward

Kathy Hornemann
John J. Frautschi Family Foundation
Mary & Scott Kolar3

David Koltes
Madelyn Leopold & Claude Kazanski
Herbert Ley
Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Nancy McGill
Sharifa Merchant
Michael A. Dubis Financial 
 Planning LLC1

Mike & Pepé Foundation
Dan Miller3

Jefren Olsen
PAN-O-GOLD Baking Co./Village  
 Hearth Breads
Harry & Sylvia Peterson
Nancy & Ken Ragland
John & Lorie Raihala
Pat & Pete Sammataro3

Spencer & Sarah Schumacher
Gary Schwager
Mike & Linda Slavney
Mark Smith & Dan Rigney2

Southern Wisconsin Trout Unlimited5

Stewards of the Dells
SVA Financial Group1

TASC1

Thrivent Financial
Don & Joanne Tierney2

Vern & Vicki Treinen
Mary Trewartha
Jed & Sharon White
Fred Wolf

$500-$999
Kathryn & Paul Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Jean Bahr
Judi Bartfeld
Michael Benish

Nancy Heiden2

Pat & Patricia Hermsen4

Greg & Jane Hyer
Dave Jenkins & Mary Pertzborn
Stan Kanter
Tom & Margie Krauskopf
Beth Kubly
Roma Lenehan
Stefanie Moritz & Vince Jenkins
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys
Pheasants Forever, Inc. Rock River  
 Valley Chapter #2545

Cary & Scott Reich2

Jeannie Roberts & John Voegeli
Ron & Ann Semmann
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP
Lorette Wambach2

Jim Welsh
Lynda & Dick Wright2

$1,000-$1,999
Scott Allen
Anonymous
Norm & Carol Aulabaugh
Mark & Jennell Ballering
Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith3

Mike & June Bauman Denruiter
Curt Bjurlin & Alexandra Wells
Spencer Black & Pam Fornell
Dana & Pat Chabot
Lau & Bea Christensen
Dane County Environmental Council
Kevin Dewan3

Cal & Ruth DeWitt
Lloyd & Pat Eagan
Martin & Terry Evanson
Festge Double Forte, LLC4

Jim & Kris Frater
Give Back Foundation
Karen & Andy Grimmer
High Wind Association Foundation

Judy & Ed Borke
Rebecca Cole
Timothy & Kathleen Curran
Bill & Amy Dunlop
Casey Eggleston & Beth Bier
Vicki Elkin & Mike Ivey
Patti & Tim Fannon
Herman Felstehausen
 & Geke de Vries
Don Ferber
First Business Bank1

Scott Froehlke & Traci Peloquin
Bob Gurda & Betty Craig
Karl Gutknecht & Susan Hunt
Terry & Nancy Habeger
Don Hammes
Joan Braune & Tod Highsmith
John & Judith Hutchinson
Clare & Nancy Hutson
Mark & Barb Jung
Peter & Beth Kaseman-Wold
David & Sonja Keesey-Berg
Sandy & Meme Kintner3

Dave & Janet Kostka
Pat & Phil Leavenworth
George Lucey
Doug & Mary Marshall
Natural Resources Foundation 
 of WI, Inc
Network for Good
Bill & Mary Niedermeier
Pure Sweet Honey Farm
Quercus Land Stewardship Services1

Ron Rosner & Ronnie Hess
Anne Sayers
Christine & Robert Selk
Jennifer & David Sereno
Julie Shiner-Bazan & Bernard Bazan
Brent Sieling & Megan Schliesman
Dennis Tande & Mary Manering
Veridian Foundation1
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1Event Sponsor 2Prairie Partners Sponsor 3Monthly Sustainer 4Part or all of gift is to help 
uphold our conservation easements 5Part or all of gift for land acquisitions 
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The Vogel Foundation
Topf Wells & Sally Probasco
David Wernecke
Peg Whiteside
Fred & Karen Wollenburg
Carla Wright
Rolf & Susan Wulfsberg
Geoff & Josie Young
YourCause

$250-$499
Jim Acker
Anonymous (2)
Patricia Arndorfer
Barbara J Arnold
Janet Battista
Oliver Berge
Dale Beske & Dorothy Gertsch
Barbara Borns
Boyden Financial, Inc
Jim Bredeson & Cheryl Becker3

Martha & Chuck Casey
Barbara & Ted Cochrane
Kenneth & Patricia Connors
Ronald Cook
Nancy Corcoran
Stark Company Realtors1

Jack & Mary Davison
Diane Derouen & Glenn Chambliss
Sara Dillivan-Graves & Robert Graves
Terrence & Jacqueline Doeler
Ron & Sheila Endres
Daniel Fields & Jeanne Behrend3

Jon & Tracy Filter3

Margaret & Gustavo Gamero
Sharon & Warren Gaskill
Joyce & Charles Gelderman
Sara & Jonathan Giacalone
Kennedy Gilchrist & Heidi Wilde
Joy & Rob Gottschalk
Grassland Media Inc.1

Susan Gruber
Terry Haller
Edward Hastreiter
Tom Heaney

Susan Hobart & William Feitinger
Monica Jaehnig
Kira Jepsen
Susan & Conrad Jostad2

Kim Kreitinger & Eric Preston
Kurt & Ann Krumholz
Jim Kurtz
Land Trust Alliance
Teresa Larson
Renee Lauber & Graham Cody
Darren & Dawn Marsh
Mark & Sarah McGuire2

John & Sally McGwin
Gregory Motl & Laurel Brooks
Jeanne & Michael Mraz3

Patagonia Action Works Match 
Muriel Nagle & Doug Bach
Mary & David Paulson
Wayne & Jackie Pauly
Liese Pfeifer
Robin Piper & Kristal Kagy
Evan & Jane Pizer
Nolan Pope
Caleb Pourchot & Heidi Habeger
Pat Pourchot
Ronda Richards & Robert Ley
Harry & Ann Ripp
Craig Roberts & Mark Nofsinger
Mark Rooney & Gail Morton
Ron & Cathy Rotter
Rebecca Sackash
Carol Schlatter
Kokkie Schnetz & Edgar Steenwinkel
Michael & Trina Schuler
Paul & Suzanne Shain
Gail & Dan Shea
Thomas Shepherd & Cindy Holzum
David Sherlock & Jennifer Gottwald
Sandra Smith
William & Roberta Sonzogni
Stinson Stroup
Summers Christmas Tree Farm LLC
Justin & Grace Trewartha
Alicia Vogel
Ross & Rosalie Volkert
Wegner CPAs1

Geri West

Maura Whitmore
Mark B. Williams
Thomas Wilson
Levi & Janet Wood
Dwight & Bonnie Ziegler
Jan Zimmermann

$100 to $249
Karen Agee & Scott Fulton
Eric Anderson
Anonymous (16)
Jan Axelson
Anne Bachner
Mary Bakken
Helen Baldwin
Roger & Jane Bannerman
Aleta & Duane Barmore
Jeff & Lynn Berg
Mark & Julie Berggren
Best Buy – Employee Matching
Connie Bettin
Philip & Katherine Blake
Joan & Darren Blankenship
Matt Blessing & Susan Maloney
David Blume
Linda Bochert
Nancy Bogue
John Booske
Steve Born
Jeff & Freya Bowen
Don Breckbill
Joyce Brehm
Carrie Breunig
Anne Brindley
Joan & William Brock
Kathie & Tom Brock
Willis Brown & Photina Ree
Carolyn & Brian Butler
Kenneth Cameron
Steve & Susan Carpenter
Whitt Case
Curt & Arlys Caslavka
John & Barbara Center
Melissa & Robert Clements
Gary Coenen
Jim & Jane Corkery
Dan & Pat Cornwell
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Dr. Paul J Correll
Tom Cottington
Lois Curtiss
Mitch & Sandie Custer
Amanda Dambrink & Jonny Dexter3

Patti Daubs
Phyllis Davis
Laura DeGolier
Glenda Denniston
Joshua & Nicole Deno
Ronald Depouw Jr.
Don & Linda Diers
Doris & Dick Dubielzig
Linn A. Duesterbeck
Maddie & Aaron Dumas
Tad Dunn
Mary Durant
Chris Elholm
Jim Ely
Mike Engel & Hannah Spaul
Joanna Fanney & Dale P Fanney
Doug Fendry
Mike & Doreen Festge
Cameron & Kate Field
Philip & Doris Fish
Carol Fleishauer
Wesley & Ankie Foell
Nancy Forster
Roy Franz
Friends Of Cherokee Marsh
Patricia Fusco
Elizabeth & Tom Ganser
Rosalind & Bill Gausman
Jerry & Pam Gerstl
David Gilles & Jane Jung
Susan & Gary Gimmestad
Mark Gnabasik
Karen Goebel
Robert & Linda Graebner
Steve Greb & Julie Andersen
Dianne Greenley
James & Cheryl Greer
Tom Gross & Linda Hein
Tom Haag
Timothy Hacker & Carol Chen
Drew Hanson
Sharla Hanson
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$500-$999 continued
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1Event Sponsor 2Prairie Partners Sponsor 3Monthly Sustainer 4Part or all of gift is to help 
uphold our conservation easements 5Part or all of gift for land acquisitions 

I’ve been a tree climber, hugger, friend, 

and admirer for over 70 years.  I’ve 

benefited from their wisdom, admired 

their tenacity, appreciated their shade, 

and marveled at their diversity.  Protecting 

the trees and the earth are essential to 

me.  Contributing to Groundswell’s efforts 

to protect natural places in Dane County 

brings me a sense of hope for future 

generations, who will be provided with 

the opportunity to enjoy these special 

places.  I have chosen to become a Qualified 

Charitable Distribution giver.  It’s simple, 

dependable and tax-savvy.  Each year, I 

look forward to the pleasure of sharing a 

portion of my resources with those who 

have pledged to protect my friends.  

- Ann E. Aswegan, Supporter

QCDs from IRAs are still available in 2020 

and still offer tax benefits, even though 

required minimum distributions are not 

necessary this year due to the CARES Act.

Janet & Wayne Hanson
Cate & John Harrington
Robert & Mary Hathaway
Jacki & John Hershberger
Stephen & Denise Herzberg
Vicky & David Hestad
Andrea & Jorge Hidalgo
Susan & David Hineline
David Holland
Rodney Huebner & Michele Rose
Barbara Irvin
Allen Jacobson & Lila Daut
Steve Jandl
Julia Jiannacopoulos
Lesley Johnson & Terry Marshall
Rosemary & Lee Jones
Paul Kaarakka
Karben4 Brewing
Nancy Keller
David & Mary Jean Kennedy
Ruth & Thomas Kent
Sally Keyel
Douglas Kirk
Michael Klein
Joe Klimczak & Ann Wescott
Christine Klotz
Eric Knepp
Joyce Knutson
Elizabeth & David Koehler
Robert Koehler
Sue & Tim Koob
Mary Anne Koos & Will Abberger
Gordy Kopke
Ed & Deborah Kramper
John Kuech
Cynthia & Scott Kuenzi
Jeffery Kuesel
Ann & David Landwehr
Roger Lang
Jeff Lange & Dolly Marsh
Don & Michele Last
Michael & Linda Leggett
Martha Lemanski
Ken & Debby Levin
Kyle Lindemer
Rita Lloyd
Dave Lucey3

Joe Lusson & Aleen Tierney
Lesleigh Luttrell
Saverio & Lori Maglio
John & Norma Magnuson
Mary Maher & Eileen Maher
Mark Martin & Sue Foote-Martin
Matt Marty & Kathy Wiggins
James McCarthy
Terrence & Barbara McCormick
Ken & Julie McGwin

Kate & Tom McMahan
Nancy & Howard Mead
Rose Meinholz & Howard Hochman
Dan & Julie Melton
Kristine Merrill & Bill Hans
Carolyn Meyer
David & Vin Mickelson
Sven Midelfort & Petra Ressler
Tim & Beth Mielcarek
Patrick Miles
Gene Mitchell & Janis Arnovich
Joyce & Robert Morrison
Elizabeth & Bernard Muir
Eric Myers
John Nelson
Keith Nelson & Karen McKim
Janet Neurauter
Larry & Kathy Nix
Paul & Barb Noeldner
Lynn Nyhart
Shannon Oreel
Kathy Otterson
Roger Packard & David Musolf
Robert Paul
Andrew Paulios
Chris Pekar
Barry Perkel & Ellen Rosner
Kate Perleberg
Lynn Persson
Chad & Lisa Pierick
Gail Piersen & Wil Adler
Ken Potter
John & Dorothy Priske
Donald Propsom & Kim Varnell
Paul Rabinowitz
Joe Rausch
Don & Carol Reeder
Mark Regan3

Patrick Remington
Stephanie Reynolds
Anne Reynolds & Tom Liebl
Mary Richardson3

Steve Richter & Laura Cominetti
Nancy & Fred A. Risser
Mark & Dana Roffers
Deborah Rohde & Barbara Constans
Mike Rupiper
Charlie Sanders & Tina Pacente
Ruth Saunders
Kim Schappe McBride3

Roger & Cheryl Schlesser
Florence E. Schmitt
Linda Schuler & David Liebl
Clare Schulz
Barbara Seffrood
Donna Sereda & Jay DeNovo3

Dick & Winnie Severson
Pat & Helen Sheahan
Kevin Shelley & Sandra Whitney
Judy Siegfried

$100 to $249 continued
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Steve Silverberg & Lisa Gaumnitz
Muriel Simms
Wes Slaymaker & Diana Cohen
Amy Sloane
Peg Smelser & Jody McCann
Randall & Marilyn Smith3

Bob & Lisa Sorge
Nicole & Paul Staskowski
Stewart & Marylyn Stroup
Nancy Sugden & Robert Newbery
Ed Taylor
Scott Taylor
William Taylor
Stanley Temple
Tom & Kim Thoresen
Jim & Anita Treinen
James & Karen Troupis
Peg & William Unger
Michael Vahldieck & Julie Horner
Barbra Van Rossum
Condon & Mary Ann Vander Ark
Stephen Ventura
Robert Vetter
Russell Vogel
Gary & Nancy Walden
Peg & Ron Wallace
Don Waller & Caitlyn Allen
Pat Watson
Frances & Laurence Weinstein   
 Foundation, Inc.
Robyn Weis
Bill Welch & Patti Herman
Bill White
Tripp & Nancy Widder
Si & Theresa Widstrand
Mardelle Wild
Brooke Williams & Brendan Gorman
Jennifer Wilson3

Kate & Matt Wipperman

Ruth Ethington
Kris Euclide & Doug Steege
John Evenson
Mary Farmiloe
Fast-N-Fresh
Hildy Feen
Frank Feit & Christine Fleming
Dave Ferrie
Ellen Fisher
Marjorie Fizzell
Judy Fossen
Stephanie & Brian Fossum
Andrew Foster
Caitlin Morgan Frederick
Beverly & Harlan Freitag
Steve & Diane Galarneau
Anna Garner-Strickon
Liz Gebhardt
Clifford Germain
Anna Goebel3

Mary Goers
Lee Grubb
Jeff Gunderson
Justin Gutoski
Patricia Haack
Melinda Habecker
Linda Harring
Larry Hartzke
Chandra Harvey
John & Diane Haugen
Russ Hefty
Carol Heideman
Beth Hellenbrand
Rich & Kathy Henderson
Barbara & Ron Hennings
John Heywood
Colleen Hoesly
Randy & Joann Hoffman
Sarah Hole
James Holton
Jamie Holzhuter
Angela Humiston
Cary Hunkel
Tom & Nancy Hunt
Eric Hurley
Anne & Charles Irish
Bob & Molly Jahn
JAK’s Ohana food cart
Rick Kalvelage
William Karls & Ann Levihn
Mary Ellen Kearney
George & Teri Keeler
Kathleen Kelly
Tom Kelly
Kathy Kershaw
Brian Kersten & Julie Tans-Kersten
Claudia Kessel
Douglas & Marjorie King
Mary Kohl
Virginia Kominiak

Daniel Wisniewski
Arleen Wolek
Larry Zanoni & Cathy Cram
Patricia Zastrow
James & Susan Zerwick
Carol Ziesemer
Matt Zine
Nancy Zucker & Michael Burns

Up to $99
Johanna & Mike Allex3

AmazonSmile
American Family Insurance –
 Employee Matching
Dan Anderson
Anonymous (9)
Norman & Lucie Arendt
Waunona Garden Club
Jonathan Barry
Sue & Ellis Bauman
Steve & Kim Bazan
Terri Beck-Engel
Richard & Katie Beilfuss
Benevity
Jennifer Berends
Brian & Martha Berninger
Mardell Blaschka
Chet Bradley
Leroy & Glennda Brandt
Michael Bridgeman 
 & Jack Holzhueter
Sue & William Bridson
Melissa Brumm
William & Lynne Buckingham
Dan & Mary Caulfield
Timothy Champion 
 & Georgina Dennik-Champion
Joe & Kathy Chase
Mary Collet
Debbie & Gregory Cooke
Pamela Crapp
Sarah Cummings
James Davis
Sue Deakman
Greg Delwiche
Jerry Derr
Judi Dilks & Rex Merrill
Jan Dorner
Althea & Bryan Dotzour
Patrick Ducharme
Darin Dunphy
Jeff Durbin
Douglas & Janet Duschack
Beverly Dusso
Daniel Einstein
Bill & Judith Eisinger
Jeff & Elizabeth Ekola
Cara Eline Moravec
Kathleen Engel-Hunt
Amy & Miles Epstein

Like many others, I 

have always spent 

time in natural 

areas when in need 

of rejuvenation, 

peace, or solace. 

This year has been 

no different. I am 

so thankful for 

Groundswell’s work, 

partnering with 

private landowners 

and state/local 

governments to 

ensure that there 

are natural areas 

for all of us to turn 

to. That is why I am 

happy to give as a 

monthly Sustainer 

and have included 

Groundswell as part 

of my estate plan. 

- Johanna Allex, 

Groundswell 

Sustainer and 

Legacy Circle 

member

$100 to $249 continued
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1Event Sponsor 2Prairie Partners Sponsor 3Monthly Sustainer 4Part or all of gift is to help uphold our 
conservation easements 5Part or all of gift for land acquisitions 

Wayne Kontur
Lennie Kramer
Sarah Kraszewski
Edward Krinsky
Crystal Lachance
William Lane
Adam Lang
Danielle & Brad Lang3

Eric Lang
Mary Lang
Susan Lang
Anita & Mark Langer
Lanz Restaurants LLC
Katherine & Richard Larson
Steve Lary
Mick & Helen LeRoy
David Leshuk
Deanna J Letts
Jeremy Levin
Rex Loker
Jim Lorman & Anne Forbes
J.P. & R.W. Lottridge
Karen Lundquist
Emily Lupton Metrish
Ann MacLaughlin-Berres
Madison College Combined   
 Campaign
Ellen Magee
John & Kristen Malecki
Ray & Tracie Mandli
James & Betty Manson
Sylvia Marek
David & Linda Martin
Kathy Martinoff
Pamela Mather
Tekoni Maughan
Nancy McCartan
Alison McDole
Seth & Sarah McGee
Margery A. Mead
Mark Meanwell
Dennis Meiller
Charles Melvin
Michael D. Meton
John & Nancy Meyers
Ed Minihan
Linda Mittnacht
Zach Moe
Patrick Mommaerts
Erin Moran
Jessi Mosley
Jamie & Josef Mueller
Mary Mullen
Alton & Meghan Multhauf
Cheryl Namyst & Steve Konkol3

Mikkel Nelson
David & Nancy Nelson
Rob Nelson

Richard & Laurel Steffes
Trish Stocking
Lorraine Stoltzfus & Karen Rahmeier
Micaela Sullivan-Fowler
Nancy & Thomas Sundal
Howard Sweet
Shirley M. Swenson
Rayla Temin
Anita Temple
Jonathan & Jo Temte
Mark & Daria Thomas
William Thomas
Karin Thurlow
Kevin Thusius
Town of Bristol5

Jennifer Tracey
Julie & Ray Trent
John Tweddale
Krista Tweed
Chris & Karen Upper
James Van Deurzen
Paul Van Ginkel
Michael Van Sicklen
Charles Verhoeve
Mary Vickers
Carl Wacker
Robin Wagner & Lisa Lepeak
Benita Walker & Joe Senulis
Waunona Garden Club
Peter R. Weiler
Keith Weiss
Rod Welch
Alex Wenthe
Shahla Werner
Jay Werth
Steve Whayland
Nathaniel White
Lyn & Lyman Wible
Greg & Carrie Wiegand
Lisa Wilson
Catherine Wilson
Mike & Barbara Wollmer
Thomas Ziegelhoffer
Larry & Patricia Ziemer
Rich & Andrea Zietko
Ellen Zweibel

William & Virginia Nelson
Jackson Nesbit
Paul Nesson
Berdell Nielsen & Paul Boutwell
Ed & Rachel Niles
Pat Niles
Michael G. Nonn
James O’Brien
Liz & Bill O’Donnell
Eric & Casey Oelkers
Darlene Olson
Dave & Lavonne O’Malley
Barb & Steve Parrell
Paypal
Marcia Penner
Cliff & Suzanne Perkins
Dan & Judy Peterson
Don & Denise Peterson
Judith Pinger
Beth Potter
Ken & Kim Ramsay
Ricki Ravitts
Richard & Mary Ann Reale
Barb Ricker
Dave Ripp
Jean Roark
Nancy Roark
John Rogan
Robert Rolley
Pat & Will Rossman
Kelda Roys & Dan Reed
William H. Rudolph
Veronica Rueckert & Benson Gardner
Brenda Salvo
David Sample
Leah Sandler
Scott Sankey
Mary Schlaefer
Lynn & Thomas Schmidt
Marcia Schmidt
Paul & Bonnie Schmidt
Erich Schmidtke
Elizabeth & Lawrence Schmitz
Sharon & James Schwarz
Kathryn Shelley
Jeanie & Jerry Sieling
Pamela Skaar
Thomas Skinner
Beth Sluys
Cynthia Smith
Matt & Denise Smith
Rose Smith
Christine Smith
Jussi Snellman
Soho Gourmet Cuisine
Flora & Ryan Solverson
Lee & Marian Sorensen
Susan Spencer
Judith Stang
Judith Stclair

My wife and I 

enrolled in a donor 

advised fund 

sponsored by a well-

known investment 

company about seven 

years ago. We find 

it very convenient 

to direct annual 

donations from this 

fund to Groundswell 

Conservancy and 

other groups we 

like to support. We 

replenish funds in 

this fund from time to 

time by surrendering 

appreciated 

securities which 

is quite tax 

advantageous.  

- Marty Evanson, 

Supporter

Up to $99 continued
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Lisa Gaumnitz
Sharon & Warren Gaskill
Amber Gilles
Justin Gleicher
Mark Gnabasik
Amy Gribb
Nancy Habeger
Cindy Hansen
Cate Harrington
Joseph Hartwig
Lynne Haynor
Karl Heil
Roberta Herschleb
Tamara Hill
Tad Hoening
Mike Ivey
Brent Johnson
Ben Jones
Mitch Kanter
Marilyn Ketterer
Wayne Kiesow
Steve Konkol 
David Kornelsen
Kristen Kretschmann
Krista Kroeninger & Drew Hovestol
Brad Lang
Renee Lauber
Sheila Leary

Lucas Adler
Ron Albrecht
Lindsay Amiel
Patricia Arndorfer
Barbara Arntz
Jan Axelson 
Lauren Babb & Matt Brady
Dave & Pat Bernier
Mary Binkley & Dennis Petzke
Anna Block
Vince Brandl
Jim Bredeson 
Susan Carpenter
Joe Chase
Sherren Clark
Ted Cochrane
Gary Coenen
Joshua Cotillier
Laura DeGolier
Kevin Dewan
Gretchen Dieterich
Dineo Dowd
Jamie Droessler
Bill Dunlop
Jeff Durbin
Martin Evanson
Mike Foy
Brian Fritz

THANK YOU Volunteers 

WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL to the dedicated volunteers, who devote many hours to serve on our 
board and committees, help with field trips, assist in the office, manage the lands, and more.

Michael & Linda Leggett
Sienna Leibbrandt
Dave Lucey
Ann MacLaughlin-Berres
Doug & Mary Marshall
Angie McConkey
Nancy McGill
Mike Meloy
Lynn Messinger
Pirarre Miller
Bredell Mitchell
Gene Mitchell & Jarno Arnovich
Julia Morriss
Teresa Mueller
Jackson Nesbit
Beth Newbold
Mario Quintana
Cary & Scott Reich
Rebecca Sackash
Pat & Pete Sammataro
Sonya Sankaran
Don & Carole Schmidt
Blaine Schroyer
Kevin Shelley
Todd Shucha
Alex Singer
Pat Siwula & Chelsey Porth
Mark Smith

Karen Smyth
William Sonzogni
Theran Stautz
Joe Steffen
Jeffrey J. Strobel
Dennis Tande
Will Taylor
Mark & Daria Thomas
UW Badger Volunteers
Gail Van Haren
William Van Haren
Pragnya Vella
Greg & Penny Vodak
Wendy Vredenburgh
Robyn Weis
Pat Wende
Peg Whiteside
Si Widstrand
Greg & Carrie Wiegand
Lynda & Dick Wright
Tom Wright
David Zoromski
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Memorials & Honorariums

In memory of Lyman Anderson
Jerry Derr

In honor of Norman Anderson
Ruth & Thomas Kent
Eva, Henry, Ian, Ellen 
   & Eric Anderson

In memory of Norman Anderson
Judith Stclair

In memory of Wally, Vera, 
& Jane Bauman
Mike & June Bauman Denruiter

In memory of Janet Birch
Jim Bredeson & Cheryl Becker

In memory of Tony Blaschka
Mardell Blaschka

In honor of Nancy Bruch
Doris & Dick Dubielzig

In honor of Jay Byers
Mike Engel

In honor of Marsha Cannon
Chris Elholm

In memory of Harold, Hazel 
& Jim Cottington
Tom Cottington

In memory of Edward 
& Dorothy Daley
Michael Nonn

In honor of Judy Fossen
Anita Temple

In memory of Richard “Steve” Grant
Stephanie Reynolds

In memory of 1st Lt. Daren Hidalgo
Andrea & Jorge Hidalgo

In memory of Margaret Huss
Daniel Fields & Jeanne Behrend

In honor of Ed Jepsen
Kira Jepsen

In memory of H. Bart Klotzbach
Daniel Fields & Jeanne Behrend

In honor of Glenn Reinl
Scott Sankey

In memory of John Richert
Tad Dunn

In memory of Edwin 
& Elizabeth Rooney
Mark Rooney & Gail Morton

In honor of Erica Schmitz
Elizabeth & Lawrence Schmitz

In memory of Galen Smith
Rose Smith

In honor of Marylyn & Stewart Stroup
Stinson Stroup

In memory of Dr. Rodney Sturm
Jean & Walter Meanwell

In memory of Jon Tanke
Deanna Letts

In honor of Anita Temple
Judy Fossen

In memory of Bill Wambach
Kathryn & Paul Anderson
Patricia Arndorfer
Daniel Fields & Jeanne Behrend
John & Judith Hutchinson
Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Lynda & Dick Wright

In memory of Carl & Leonore Weber
Mary Durant

In memory of Lee Weber
Mary Durant

In honor of Jed White 
& Sharon Reddin White
Nathaniel White

In memory of Alana Rose Whitmore
Melissa & Robert Clements

In memory of Julie Wichman
Jennifer Wilson

In memory of Dan Wisniewski
Susie Hobart

In honor of Eva Wright 
& Bob Ruzecky
Kathy Otterson

In honor of Tom & Margie Krauskopf
Steve Born
Amy Sloane

In memory of Margaret Lalor
Timothy and Kathleen Curran

In honor of Danni Lang
Melissa Brumm
Sarah Cummings
Darin Dunphy
Adam Lang
Eric Lang
Mary Lang
Roger Lang
Susan Lang
Cara Eline Moravec
Jessi Mosley
Ed & Rachel Niles
Pat Niles
Ken & Kim Ramsay
Julie & Ray Trent
Robyn Weis

In memory of Stephanie Leggett
Michael & Linda Leggett

In memory of Paul “Ed” Levihn
William Karls and Ann Levihn

In memory of Anita C. Ley
Herbert Ley

In memory of Lenore Lusson
Joe Lusson & Aleen Tierney

In memory of Martha H. Martin
Anna Goebel

In honor of Donnie McCarthy
James McCarthy

In honor of Nancy & Howard Mead
Margery A. Mead

In honor of Jean Meanwell
Mark Meanwell

In honor of Steve Moe
Zach Moe

In memory of Don 
& Dolores Neurauter
Janet Neurauter

In memory of John Rausch
Joe Rausch

In Kind Contributions
Ace Hardware
Mary Binkley & Dennis Petzke
Dendroyka
Bartlett Durand
Ron & Sheila Endres
Food Fight Restaurant Group
KOSA Wellness Spa & Retreat
Nancy McGill
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP
Table Wine

Gifts or Partial Gifts of Land or 
Easements
Oscar & Norma Bjugstad

Government Grants for Land or 
Easements
Dane County Conservation Fund
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship   
 Program
Lake Ripley Management District
North American Wetlands   
 Conservation Act
Town of Bristol
Village of Waunakee

In preparing this report, we tried 
to ensure that it is accurate and 
complete. If we made an omission or 
error, please accept our apologies and 
contact Liz Pelton at 608-258-9797 or 
liz@groundswellwisconsin.org so we 
can correct our records.
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Places worth knowing

To keep our families and communities safe during the 
coronavirus pandemic, we are planning virtual outings for 
2021. Visit groundswellwisconsin.org/events for more details.
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Thank You Party
Tuesday, December 8th
Virtual Zoom videoconference
4:00 - 5:00 pm

WE ARE INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL for your 
support of conservation where you live. 
While we can’t celebrate this year’s achieve-
ments in person, we hope you will join 
us online. Our staff will share stories and 
you’ll have chances to win local door prizes! 
RSVP online at groundswellwisconsin.org/
thankyouparty for the Zoom link. l
Thank you to our sponsor:

Self-Guided Story Hike at Patrick Marsh
February 1-28, 2021

EXPLORE A STORY in a new way as you hike the pages of a 
children’s book by local author Dineo Dowd or ponder winter 
poems at Patrick Marsh on the east side of Sun Prairie. This 
self-guided hike is family-friendly and open to all. No regis-
tration is required. Come hike and read any time during the 
month of February. l

You have protected forever                                 of cherished local land.
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