
Landowner Fred Wolf 
standing in front of the 
newly restored stretch of 
Black Earth Creek.

Another mile of Black Earth Creek protected
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In September, Natural Heritage Land Trust, in partnership with Dane County, 
completed a 45-acre conservation easement that permanently protects and creates 
public access to over one mile of a newly restored stretch of Black Earth Creek just 
east of Mazomanie. The easement is part of an ambitious project to develop the 
first segment of the Good Neighbor Trail between Mazomanie and Middleton. 

A partnership of local governments and non-profit groups is spearheading the trail 
effort, which includes restoring the creek, reducing erosion along the stream bank, and 
reconnecting the creek to its floodplain. 
 The transformation of this stretch of Black Earth Creek has been nothing short of 
amazing. What was once a deep, straight channel behind a dam has been restored into a 
meandering stream with a gravelly bottom and gently sloping banks. “It’s the best thing 
that’s ever happened to this farm,” says landowner Fred Wolf. “The Wolf family is really 
proud of what we’ve been able to do to restore this beautiful creek and make it available 
to the public,” says Wolf, who has championed the creek restoration and trail project for 
many years. “This land doesn’t belong to me. I might hold the title, but this place should 
be here for everyone to enjoy.” 
 This easement is our 10th project in the Black Earth Creek valley, which is a priority 
conservation area for Natural Heritage Land Trust. Over the last decade, we have 
permanently protected over 760 acres of important lands in this iconic landscape in 
western Dane County.
 Our thanks go to Fred Wolf and his family, whose generosity made this project possible.  
Funding came from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program and Natural Heritage Land 
Trust members. n 



When we completed the acquisition of the 
Wolf conservation and trail easement 
along Black Earth Creek in September, I was 

reminded that accomplishments like these are built 
on the vision and hard work of many people.  Natural 
Heritage Land Trust member Connie Threinen heard 
about the completion of the Wolf easement and 
wrote me:  “This news pleases me very much. Many 
years ago – probably 48 or 50 – my husband had a 
Boy Scout troop here in Middleton, and he, a fisheries 
biologist with DNR, had his troop of 15 or so boys go 
out to Black Earth Creek and work to strengthen the 
banks.  I have forgotten exactly what they did, but I 
think the troop went out there 4 or 5 times on that 
project. I can hardly believe it was that long ago… I 
think it was the first effort ever made to protect the 
creek.”
 Connie’s email put it well:  the conservation of 
cherished places doesn’t happen by accident.  In-
deed, over our three decades of success (Natural Heri-
tage Land Trust turns thirty in 2013), Natural Heritage 
Land Trust has taken root in ground well-prepared by 
many thoughtful and hard-working individuals.   With 
our firm foundation, effective organization, and clear 
mission, I look forward to what we all can accomplish 
in the years to come.  
— Jim Welsh, Executive Director

This year Natural Heritage Land Trust completed four land protec-
tion projects—permanently protecting 429 acres in four different 
areas—and managed land at our three nature preserves.

 At Anthony Branch Fisheries and Wildlife Area we received the 
donation of a permanent conservation easement on a working farm.  The 
181-acre farm is at the headwaters of Anthony Branch; its large spring 
flows into the adjacent 1,000-acre complex of wetlands and uplands 
contained in the state Fisheries and Wildlife Area.  
 At Allen Creek Wetlands State natural Area just south of Fort At-
kinson we purchased 16.5 acres of sedge meadow, savanna, pond, and 
upland; this is the first acquisition of land at this new state natural area.   
 Between Jefferson and Cambridge, we helped Jefferson County place 
an agricultural conservation easement on the Rod Lea farm.  Because of 
its high-quality soils, Rod’s 221-acre farm was the highest-ranking farm 
considered by the state’s Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ments (PACE) program.
 East of the Wisconsin Dells, we purchased the last ten acres of private-
ly-owned shoreline at Amey pond Wildlife Refuge, a 225-acre DNR wild-
life property that provides nesting and foraging habitat for wood ducks, 
coots, and mallards.  In May, we donated the property to the state for the 
public’s use and enjoyment.
 In April, we conducted a prescribed burn at Wilke prairie preserve 
just north of Waunakee to enhance the prairie and wetland habitat at 
this 40-acre nature preserve given to us by Hazel Knudson in 1994.
 Our “Prairie Partners” summer crew worked for us each Tuesday this 
summer at Westport Drumlin clearing non-native invasive shrubs like 
buckthorn and bush honeysuckle from underneath the oak savanna on 
the drumlin.  The five-person crew also posted the boundaries of the 
214-acre natural area and counted prairie bush clover plants, a federally-
threatened species that has its largest population in the state at Westport 
Drumlin.  
 Natural Heritage Land Trust volunteers conducted two work parties 
at patrick Marsh on the east side of Sun Prairie, continuing our six-year 
effort to restore an overgrown savanna.
 We made our annual visits to the 53 conservation easements we hold 
on farmland, streambanks, and scenic areas throughout southcentral 
Wisconsin.  The property inspections and  meetings with the landown-
ers  help ensure that the landowners’ conservation goals for their prop-
erty  (and the public investment that often comes with it), are always 
upheld.   n

Conservation Roundup
July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012

natural Heritage Land trust Staff, Caleb pourchot, Heidi 
Habeger, Martha Frey, and Jim Welsh
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Quercus Land Stewardship Services performed a 
prescribed burn at Wilke prairie preserve just north of 
Waunakee on April 7, 2012.

Allison Schmidt was one of our five-person “prairie 
partners” crew who cleared brush at Westport Drumlin 
this summer. 
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In March natural Heritage Land trust 
purchased the last ten acres of privately-
owned shoreline at Amey pond.

natural Heritage Land trust introduces new 
land stewardship database

This summer, Natural Heritage Land Trust Conservation Specialist 
Caleb Pourchot demonstrated a new land stewardship database 
at the Wisconsin Land Trust Retreat sponsored by Gathering 

Waters Conservancy.  The year before, Caleb had seen an opportunity to 
improve Natural Heritage Land Trust’s processes for land owner contact, 
conservation easement monitoring, and land purchasing.  With support 
from Executive Director Jim Welsh, Caleb planned, designed and imple-
mented the new land stewardship database.  According to Jim, “we have 
seen many benefits from modernizing our land stewardship systems. 

First and foremost, the new data-
base improves institutional memory.” 
Separately, Bryan Pierce, Executive 
Director of Northwoods Land Trust, 
was looking to add land stewardship 
functionality to his existing database.  
Through a partnership with Gathering 
Waters Conservancy, he commissioned 
Natural Heritage Land Trust to develop 
a second generation land steward-
ship database.   The new database will 
become available to all land trusts in 
the state soon.
     Caleb sat down with Membership 
Director Martha Frey and talked about 
the new land stewardship database.
     Martha: How does this new land 
stewardship database help a land trust 
do its job?
     Caleb: The process of taking a 

land conservation project from the point of initial landowner contact 
to completion has a hundred little steps. The new database takes that 
process and makes it easier to track. It organizes the information in a way 
that will make it easier for future land trust staff to sort out the history 
of any project. Before the database, there were a lot of different spread-
sheets and folders full of paper notes to contend with.
 Martha: Regarding conservation easement monitoring, how does the 
new land stewardship database help a land trust?
 Caleb: This database allows us to track which easements need to be 
monitored and if there are issues we need to follow up on from prior 
visits. It keeps track of the changes in land ownership and it keeps the 
complete history of the easement in one place. It improves the quality 
of our conservation easement stewardship by ensuring that things don’t 
fall through the cracks.
 Martha: What else should our members know about the new land 
stewardship database?
 Caleb: One of the most important functions of the database is to pre-
serve our institutional memory. Land Trusts make promises to landown-
ers to be around forever. If we are going to make good on those prom-
ises, we need tools that help preserve the full history of our conservation 
projects.
 Caleb Pourchot joined the staff of Natural Heritage Land Trust in 2007. 
To read more about Caleb, see Caleb’s profile under “who we are” at our 
website at www.nhlt.org.   n



Financial Report

Natural Heritage Land Trust’s fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30.  

Between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012, the Land Trust received $292,071 for 
operations and spent $296,636 for operations.  The difference of $4,565 came 
from reserve funds that support the operations of Natural Heritage Land Trust.

Income for operations
Membership Contributions $183,134 63% 
Consulting fees $21,082 7%
Grants $57,098 20%
Endowment Distribution $13,954 5%
Rental income $16,803 5%
 ________ _____
total $292,071 100%

Expenses for operations
Personnel $188,776 64%
Land Management $40,567 14%
Professional services (accounting, etc.) $18,724 6%
General and Administrative $48,569 16%
 ________ _____
total $296,636 100%

$1.05 million was provided by state and federal grants and landowner 
donations to protect 429 acres of important land and water in 2011-2012.

Each $1 of your investment in Natural Heritage Land Trust returned almost $6 
of land permanently protected this year.  

Please contact us if you would like a copy of our audited financial statements 
for July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012. The Land Trust’s federal tax returns (990s) are 
available on Guidestar (www.guidestar.org).
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on a gorgeous day in September, the Land trust celebrated the completion of an agricultural conservation easement on John 
and Dorothy priske’s Fountain prairie Farms with a dinner catered by chef tory Miller of L’Etoile and Graze restaurants.  the 190 
guests toured the farm, learned about the priskes’ inspiring story, and enjoyed tory’s locally-sourced dinner.  thanks to the 
generosity of our partners, 100% of the ticket sales benefited natural Heritage Land trust’s conservation work.  
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Jim & Rumi O’Brien
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u.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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Connie Anderson

Vera & Jane Bauman
Bruce Bauman & Emily Bair
James Berbee & Karen Walsh
Kathie & Tom Brock
Frank & Bonnie Burgess
Bob Gurda & Betty Craig
Julie Hayward & Donn D’Alessio
David Koltes
James Koltes
Beth Kubly
Roma Lenehan
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Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Dick McCoy
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Defenders Of Wildlife
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Kevin Shelley & Sandra Whitney
Brent Sieling & Megan Schliesman
Nicole & Paul Staskowski
Jeffrey Strobel
Lee & Jacqui Swanson
Dennis Tande & Mary Manering
Peter Thomford

Don & Joanna Thompson
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Anthony & Mardell Blaschka
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Ed & Judy Borke
Barbara Borns
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Joan Braune & Tod Highsmith
Ed & Lois Brick
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Stefanie Brouwer
Anna Campbell
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Tara Icke
Barbara Irvin
John & Marge Jacoby
Dave Jenkins & Mary Pertzborn
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Foundations 
Alliant Energy Foundation 
American Forest Foundation
John J. Frautschi Family Foundation
Hooper Foundation
MGE Foundation
Madison Community Foundation
Vogel Foundation

thank you to our members, donors, & partners!

Leverage:  Each $1 of your investment in natural Heritage Land trust 
returned almost $6 of land permanently protected this year. this list is a 
wonderful testament to people’s commitment to the land and to natural 
Heritage Land trust. 
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Maureen & John Van Dinter
Doug & Janet Wadsworth
Suzanne Wagner
Don Waller & Caitlyn Allen
Frances Weinstein
Tripp & Nancy Widder
Tracy Wiklund & Jack Sorenson
Kate & Matt Wipperman
Arleen Wolek
Harry Woll
Mike & Barbara Wollmer
Levi Wood
Carla Wright
Rose zerwick
Nancy zucker & Michael Burns
Kate zurlo-Cuva & Jeremy Kraft

Less than $100
Anonymous

Jim Acker
Cathy Acker
William & Myra Ahern
Ron & Vaira Akselis
Barbara Anderson
Dan Anderson
Doug Andrews & Maureen Murphy
Norman & Lucie Arendt
Edith & Deane Arny
Jan Axelson & Jim Hughes
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Sue Bangert & Mike Hammers
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Roger & Jane Bannerman
Violet M. Bartell
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Sue & Ellis Bauman
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Jon Becker
Jan Behn & David Henige
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Dave & Pat Bernier
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David Blume, MD
Charles & Dianne Boardman III
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Conrad Campbell
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Donald Childs
Clay & Colleen Christenson
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Drew Hanson
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Joyce Knutson
Kristin Koeffler
Ed  & Deborah Kramper
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Edward & Roberta Krinsky
Eva Kubinski
Harlan Kuehling
Jeffery Kuesel
William Lane
Ron & Patti Ann Larson
Steve & Judith Lary
Don & Michele Last
Jim & Alice Leidel
Madelyn Leopold & Claude Kazanski
Dave Lucey
Karen Lundquist
Ellen Magee
John & Norma Magnuson
Darren & Dawn Marsh
Ron & Kathleen Martin
Kathy Martinoff
Bruce Mayer
P. Mc Connell
David McCabe & Andrea Gonstead
Nancy McGill
Jack McLeod
Dennis Meiller
Rose Meinholz & Larry Hochman
Michael D. Meton
Carson Mettel
Carolyn Meyer
Fred & Judy Middleton
Ed & Sue Minihan
Jerry Minnich
Patrick Mommaerts
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Rob Nelson
Mikkel Nelson

Larry & Kathy Nix
Jan Norsetter & Jon Sutcliffe
Louise & Donald Novotny
Eric Oelkers
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Curt Pawlisch & Robin Carlson
Charles & Evelyn Payson
Lisa Pearson
Don & Denise Peterson
Rick & Susan Plonsky
Paul Rabinowitz
Nancy  Rane
K Rasmussen
Clarence Ready
Richard & Mary Ann Reale
Robert Reese
Sheryl Renslo
George & Marlene Richard
Steve Richter
Jeanette D. Rideout
Harry & Ann Ripp
John C Roberts
Deanne & Steve Rohde
Andrea & Alexander Rolich
Robert Rolley
Betty & Max Rosenbaum
Pat & Will Rossman
Jeffrey & Linda Russell
Faith Russell & John Miller
Maria Sadowski
Mary Woolsey Schlaefer
Roger & Cheryl Schlesser
Florence & Robert Schmitt
Ruth & Norbert Schmitz
Barbara Seffrood
Jennifer Sereno
Pam Severson
Pat & Helen Sheahan
Julie Shiner-Bazan & Bernard Bazan
Connie Showalter
Tracy & Marty Simonson
Dennis & Judy Skogen
Wes Slaymaker & Diana Cohen
Peg Smelser & Jody McCann
Galen & Rose Smith
Jeff Smith
Neal & Diane Smith
George & Anne Smith
Matt & Denise Smith
Rebecca Smith
Randall & Marilyn Smith
Shirley Smith & Terry Shelton
Brant Sonzogni
William & Roberta Sonzogni
Lee & Marian Sorensen
Bob & Lisa Sorge
Judith Stang
Jeane Stites
Nancy & Thomas Sundal
Howard Sweet
Shirley M. Swenson
Eldred & Virginia Swingen
Linda Taplick
Scott Taylor
Rayla Temin
William Thomas
Donna & Chet Thomas
John W. Thompson, Architect
John Tweddale
Chris & Karen upper
Paul Van Ginkel
Stephen Ventura



Greg & Penny Vodak
Ross & Rosalie Volkert
Suzanne & Larry Wade
Lauris Wagner
Benita Walker & Joe Senulis
Robert & Susan Wallen
Peter Warshaw & Carolyn Ketcham
Peter R. Weiler
Keith Weiss
Eleanor White
Si & Theresa Widstrand
Ken & Barbara Wiesner
Amelia & Garry Williams
Brooke Williams & Brendan Gorman
Barbara Wolfe
Bob & Nan Woodburn
Nancy Worcester
Ledell zellers & Simon Anderson
Larry & Patricia ziemer
Carol ziesemer
Rich & Andrea zietko
Gary zika

Matching Gift Businesses

EMI Consulting
u.S. Bancorp Foundation
W.W. Grainger, Inc.

Event Sponsors 

Becker Law Office
Cardno JFNew
Cress Funeral & Cremation Service
First Business Bank
Fontana Sports Specialties, Inc.
Chris & Mary Hughes
Midwest Clay Project
Quercus Land Stewardship Services
SCS BT Squared
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP
Stewards of the Dells
SVA Plumb Wealth Management
The QTI Group

In-Kind Contributions

Candinas Chocolatier
Edelweiss Graziers Co-op

Volunteers

Jeanne Behrend
Dave Bernier
Connie Bettin
Judy Borke
Kathie & Tom Brock
Josh Brown
Ted Cochrane
Shirley Droste
Natalie Erdman
Robert Farrell
Judy Fossen
Rosalind Gausman
Rob Gottschalk
Elizabeth Haber
Janet Beach Hanson
Rich Henderson
Chris Hughes
Angela James
Derek Johnson
Claudia Kessel
Brian Keuler
Mary Maher
Tim Mair
Mark Martin
John Mason
Nancy McGill
David Mickelson
Jim O’Brien
Nathan Ortiz
Sandy Petersen
Betz Pilon
Herbert Quandt
Mario Quintana
Cary Reich
Harriet Riley
Harry Ripp
Gene Roark
Pat Sammataro
Nancy Schlimgen
Mary Schwoch
George Smith
Mark Smith
Kevin St. Angel
Nicole Staskowski
Peter Thomford
Mary Trewartha
William & Gail Van Haren

Bill Wambach
Si Widstrand
Kate Wipperman
Nancy zucker

Memorials & Honorariums

In Honor of Norman C. Anderson 
Eric, Ellen, Ian, Henry, 
 & Eva Anderson
Ruth & Thomas Kent

In Honor of Vera & Wally Bauman 
Bruce Bauman & Emily Bair
Jane Bauman
Mike & June Bauman Denruiter

In Memory of Walter Bauman 
Jane Bauman & Vera Bauman

In Honor of Lou Bruch 
Richard & Doris Dubielzig

In Memory of Emily Earley 
John & Cate Harrington

In Memory of Randy Eroen 
Chad & Lisa Pierick

In Honor of Rosalind Gausman 
and all she has done for the 
Town of Dunn 
Brian & Elizabeth Osterhaus

In Memory of Harold Kruse
John & Cate Harrington

In Memory of Margaret Lalor 
Ed & Sue Minihan

In Memory of Robert E. Lee 
Kevin, Martin, Peter, Susan, 
Christopher, & David M. Lee

In Memory of Crystal Lokken 
& Elaine Smiley 
Wes & Jane Licht

In Honor of Ed & Sue Minihan 
Mark & Barb Jung

In Honor of Bobbi Rohrs & Kenny 
Anonymous 

In Honor of Sal & Fred 
Elizabeth & Lawrence Schmitz

In Honor of Kevin Shelley 
Deanne & Steve Rohde

In Honor of Jo Ann Six 
Eldred & Virginia Swingen

In Honor of Charles Strobel 
Anonymous 

In Memory of Ralph
& Marge Van Haren 
Stan Kanter

In Memory of Joyce Wartmann 
William Wartmann

In Honor of Jim Welsh 
& 39 years of friendship 
Herbert Ley 

In Memory of J.J. & Pat Werner 
Gary Werner & Melanie Lord

Gifts of Conservation Easements

DKR Rutland, LLC

Gifts to natural Heritage Land 
trust Endowments at Madison 
Community Foundation

Emily Earley
Phoebe R. & John D. Lewis 
 Foundation
David K. Reinke

Grants for Land protection

Farm and Ranch Lands 
 Protection Program
Knowles-Nelson 
 Stewardship Program
North American Wetlands 
 Conservation Act
Working Lands Initiative 
 PACE Program

If you are a member and your name 
was left off this list or misspelled, we 
apologize. Please call us at 258-9797 
and we will correct our records.

Business & organization Members

$1,000 - $1,999
PAN-O-GOLD Baking Co.
   /Village Hearth Breads
Wheeler, Van Sickle & Anderson, S.C.

$500 - $999
Goodland Tree Works, Inc.
Haen Real Estate

$250 - $499
Bremser Group, Inc. CPAs
Haskins Law LLC 
Town of Windsor

$100 - $249
Black Earth Creek Watershed 
   Association
Fountain Prairie, Inc 

Legacy Circle

Legacy Circle Members 
choose to remember 
Natural Heritage Land 
Trust in a will or though 
other planned gifts. 

Johanna Allex
Clemens & June Baime
Lawrence J. Hitch
Beth Kubly
Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Jim & Rumi O’Brien
Evan & Jane Pizer
Cary & Scott Reich
Pat Sammataro
Mary Trewartha
Jim Welsh
Carla Wright

Bequests
Emily Earley

Please remember Natural 
Heritage Land Trust, Inc. 
in your will or estate plan.

Friends of Cherokee Marsh
The Geo Group, Inc.
Isthmus Surveying
National Mutual Benefit
Summers Christmas Tree 
   Farm LLC
Weary Traveler, Inc.
West Side Garden Club

Less than $100
Black Earth Creek 
   Conservation Organization
Community Pharmacy
O’Connell Pharmacy Ltd
Taylor Conservation LLC
upper Sugar River Watershed 
   Association
Waunona Garden Club
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YOU HAVE HELPED
PERMANENTLY PROTECT  
ACRES OF CHERISHED
LOCAL LAND SINCE 1983

8,181

What’s Inside 

•  Black Earth Creek trail easement
•  429 acres: roundup of protected 

land
•  2011-2012 member list
•  Gift membership order form

303 S Paterson St, Suite 6
Madison,WI 53703

www.nhlt.org
608 258-9797

Like preserving local lands? 
Like us on Facebook. 

SAVE tHE DAtE: Celebrating 30 years of Land Stewardship
1983-2013

thursday, April 25, 2013, 5:30 – 9:30 pm
Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery on the uW-Madison Campus

 town of Dunn—1997Wally Baumann Woods—1983

 Cherokee Marsh—1991 town of Windsor—2010

Hickory Hill—2006


