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T agreements (called conservation easements) with landowners.
Occasionally, we buy land to create nature preserves and
parks that will be open to the public for hiking, picnicking,
and other outdoor activities. » Since our inception in 1983,
we—working in partnership with our members, local groups,

government agencies, and funders—have protected more

than 3,260 acres of land.




Protected land in key areas.

In 2004/05, we focused our land protection
work in four areas: the Black Earth Creek
Watershed, Patrick Marsh Natural Resource
Site, the Upper Sugar River Watershed, and
the Town of Dunn.

Black Earth Creek Watershed

Helped Dane County purchase land
for a new conservancy park. In the first
part of a two-part land protection deal, the
Natural Heritage Land Trust and Dane
County purchased 73 acres of one of the
largest undeveloped tracts of land (294
acres) in the Town of Middleton.

This property is located in the north-
western area of the Town of Middleton
along Highway 14. It includes more than
3,000 feet along Black Earth Creek, which is
a regionally important and locally treas-
ured trout stream.

We plan to help Dane County acquire
the remainder of the tract for a conservancy
park. The entire property will be open to
the public for hiking, deer hunting, fishing,
and other outdoor activities. The State’s
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program and
the Dane County Conservation Fund pro-
vided the money to purchase this property.

Protected 215 acres of high-quality
farmland. Working with conservation-
minded landowners, the Natural Heritage
Land Trust helped protect 215 acres of high-
quality farmland in the Black Earth Creek
Watershed. The conservation easements
on this property also help protect Black
Earth Creek and the valley’s scenic views.
This property has been in the same
family for more than 100 years. The
landowners have a deep appreciation for
the land and for its ability to grow crops.
According to the US Department of
Agriculture (USDA), more than 60% of the
soils on this property are classified as
prime or of statewide importance. The
conservation easements ensure that the
land won't be developed and that it can
remain in agricultural production.
Protecting the property from develop-
ment also helps protect Black Earth Creek.

Because this property provides a large
“recharge” area for the creek, restricting the
amount of development helps maintain
the quantity and quality of water making
its way to the Creek.

The Land Trust purchased the conser-
vation easements with financial support
from the federal Farm and Ranch Lands
Protection Program, the State’s Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Program, the Dane
County Conservation Fund, and the
Southern Wisconsin Chapter of Trout
Unlimited.

Patrick Marsh Natural Resource Site

Purchased a 35-acre parcel of land at
Patrick Marsh near Sun Prairie that we
will restore to wildlife habitat and open
to the public for outdoor recreation.
The Natural Heritage Land Trust purchased
35 acres of land within the Patrick Marsh
Natural Resource Site near the City of Sun
Prairie.

This site encompasses 785 acres. Only
a portion of it has permanent protection.
The Site includes a 225-acre state Wildlife
Area that provides habitat for more than
100 species of birds. It is used by outdoor
enthusiasts who hike and picnic in the
area and by Patrick Marsh Middle School
students. The Site also includes a former
Ho-Chunk village and hunting ground.

The Patrick Marsh Natural Resource
Site has been identified for protection in
the Dane County Parks and Open Space
Plan 2001 - 2005 and in the Department of
Natural Resource’s Land Legacy Report.

The Land Trust worked closely with the
Patrick Marsh Conservancy to raise com-
munity support and the funds to buy this
land. The State’s Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program, the Dane County
Conservation Fund, the City of Sun Prairie,
Ducks Unlimited, and local residents, busi-
nesses, and service organizations provided
financial support.

Upper Sugar River Watershed
Assessed conservation opportunities

within our focus areas. As a result of
site conservation planning, the Natural

Heritage Land Trust decided to focus its
land protection work in the watershed in
two areas—the Verona Sugar River Valley
and the area around Riley where conserva-
tionist Aldo Leopold experimented with
wildlife habitat in the 1930's.

We completed a parcel-by-parcel
analysis of the lands in our focus areas to
determine the conservation characteristics
and the likelihood of securing funding to
purchase conservation easements or other
interest in the parcels. We will use this
information to set priorities for land pro-
tection with landowners who want to pro-
tect their land.

Town of Dunn Through its purchase of
development rights program, the Town of
Dunn protected 66 acres of land that
includes farmland and wetlands. The
Natural Heritage Land Trust and the Town
co-hold this conservation easement and 12
others. The Land Trust and the Town jointly
monitor all of their easements annually.

Assisted others working to
protect important areas
outside of our key areas.

Buffered Cave of the Mounds and a
section of the Military Ridge State
Trail from development. The Natural
Heritage Land Trust, Dane County, and
landowners collaborated to place a conser-
vation easement on a nearly 30-acre parcel
of land adjacent to Cave of the Mounds, a
National Natural Landmark. Cave of the
Mounds is just east of the Village of Blue
Mounds in western Dane County.

The Cave is referred to as the “jewel
box” of America’s major caves. It attracts
tourists from throughout the region and
helps bolster the local economy.

In addition to protecting the natural
setting of Cave of the Mounds, a section of
the popular Military Ridge State Trail is
now buffered from development.
Furthermore, the conservation easement
allows Dane County to create a new sec-
tion of recreational trail between the
Military Ridge State Trail and Brigham
County Park.

The Land Trust and Dane County co-
hold the conservation easement. The Land
Trust will annually monitor and enforce the
terms of the easement.

Land Trust leaders serve on
Collaboration Council. Natural Heritage
Land Trust executive director Jim Welsh
was appointed to the Collaboration
Council. The Council is a regional economic
development effort comprised of a cross-
section of leaders from Dane County’s
business, government, education, and non-
profit communities. The Council seeks to
enhance the county’s economy in ways
that advance the community’s quality of
life. Land Trust board of director Rob
Gottschalk, Principal, Vandewalle &
Associates, was instrumental in helping the
Council identify the region’s place-based
economic assets and opportunities—
including land and water—and develop
a vision for maintaining and adding value
to those assets as the county grows. He is
also a member of the four-person staff
team that guides the strategy and direc-
tion of the Collaboration Council.

Land Trust adopted Standards and
Practices. The Natural Heritage Land Trust
adopted the Standards and Practices
developed by the Land Trust Alliance. The
Standards and Practices are guidelines to
help ensure a land trust is run in an ethical-
ly and technically responsible manner. The
Land Trust Alliance is a national umbrella
group that assists land trusts throughout
the country.

Stewarded protected lands.

We monitored 30 parcels of land on which
we hold conservation easements to ensure
landowners are complying with the terms
of the easements and to assist them with
management issues.
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